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ALGERIA 


FIS Organization in Paris Said ‘Solid’ 


934F0780A Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
28 Jul 93 pp 1, 24 


[Article by Lynda Hafidy: “Threats by Former FIS 
(Islamic Salvation Front) in France”’] 


[Text] Several sources agree in saying that the former FIS 
[Islamic Salvation Front] has decided to begin terrorist 
activities in France. Three organizers of the International 
Committee in Support of Algerian Intellectuals (known as 
the Bourdieu Committee) have received death threats. 
One of them is an Algerian intellectual living in France. In 
addition, the walls of the Algerian consulate in Saint- 
Etienne have been covered with graffiti making threats 
and signed by the FIS. 


It is not by chance that the FIS wants to begin by 
attacking those in France who have clearly expressed 
their solidarity with the Algerian Republic. 


Their action has helped isolate the fundamentalists, who 
have seen a withering of the support they were receiving 
in Western capitals. The FIS has found it hard to accept 
that turnaround. Ringleaders have been deported. Its 
publications, notably CRITERE, have been banned. 


Its organizations are coming under increasingly close 
surveillance by police. 


The FIS has also watched the facilities granted to it by 
German and Belgian authorities disappear. 


Since they no longer need to court Western chancelleries 
to obtain political and financial support—which is 
becoming more and more hypothetical—fundamental- 
ists living in Europe are likely to show their true face: 
that of terrorism. intelligence services in Paris can only 
fear a campaign of attacks. In 1986, Shiite terrorists put 
Paris to fire and sword. Result: 11 dead and 275 injured, 
50 of them seriously. And the FIS today is much [text 
missing] in France than [text missing] Iranian [text 
missing]....took advantage of the period when they had 
the support of French authorities to set up solid net- 
works. 


By forming associations over the past two years, the FIS 
has even managed to obtain government subsidies. That 
may have been the very money used to buy weapons. 


The French intelligence service had reported attempts to 
purchase Uzi submachine guns, which are well-suited to 
urban guerrilla operations. An intelligence memo 
reported by L’EXPRESS told about a meeting by the 
FAF [Algerian Brotherhood in France] (which represents 
the FIS in France). It said that “some members of the 
internal security staff were conspicuously carrying hand- 
guns.” Moreover, weapons were found at the headquar- 
ters of an association subordinate to the FIS. 
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Those networks are all the more formidable in that they 
benefit from the experience of Afghanistan veterans 
whom official France was happy to jake in. Athletic 
associations have provided excellent cover for paramil- 
itary training. 


The press has even reported the existence of training 
camps being watched by the French intelligence service. 
Terrorist leaders have also been spotted in France. 
Kameredine Kherban, for instance, was able to return to 
France illegally after being deported. 


The Algerian fundamentalists have taken advantage of 
the months of laxness (but is it really only a matter of 
laxness?) to set up a solid organization that may turn out 
to be formidable in France. 


During his latest official visit io Paris, Reda Malek said 
that “if France allows this agitation to continue, it will 
backfire on the law.” Today, faxes constituting genuine 
calls for murder are continuing to be sent from France. 
We are entitled to ask ourselves what steps the French 
authorities intend to take to rotect Algerians living in 
France and all those who support our cause. 


Citizens Seek Political Asylum in Germany 
934 F0786B Algiers EL WATAN in French 8 Aug 93 
pp I, 5 


[Article by Khaled Melhaa: “Those Immigrants From 
Algeria’; fist paragraph is EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] The German Government is hoping to curb the 
rising tide of economic refugees arriving in Germany. Last 
May the deputies in the Bundestag (the German Parlia- 
ment) passed a reform bill restricting the right to asylum. 
The new law took effect on 1 July. That is the context in 
which over 2,300 Algerians are waiting to be granted their 
“political asylum.” 


Kaiserslautern—Over the past two years, Kaiserslautern 
has witnessed a flood of “Arabs” fleeing their country. 
This city of 120,000 is more accustomed to Turks, who 
have lived for over three decades in the Palatinate, a 
winegrowing region that is also very catholic, meaning 
that its inhabitants are fairly religious and “tolerant” of 
other religions. Here there are three mosques along with 
the churches. 


At the Mouche Mosque last Friday, a few Algerians were 
attending the prayers. Karim, who has been in Germany 
for less than two years, is rather distrustful when he sees 
a new face from back home. Because people here are on 
their guard. 


Rumor has it that “Algerian military security” has tried 
to infiltrate the groups of young people living in the area. 
Karim is one of the few Algerians to have received his 
“Aufenthaltsgestattung’’—that is, the identification card 
granted to political refugees after a quite rigorous inves- 
tigation by the German Ministry of Interior. 
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According to Karim, 98 percent of the Algerians seeking 
asylum are not fundamentalists: “They are just young 
people who have left the neighborhood where they had 
nothing to do and who are trying to start a new life in 
Germany by obtaining the right to live here. Immigra- 
tion does not exist, so political asylum is the only 
solution left if one wants to obtain the right to stay here.” 


The debate over the right to asylum tore German polit- 
ical parties apart before the new law was passed at the 
end of last May. Concerned following the Nazi disaster 
to make their country a land of welcome, the authors of 
the 1948 Basic Law opened Germany’s doors wide to the 
politically and religiously persecuted. But the collapse of 
the Berlin Wall led to an influx of thousands of people 
who have swelled the number of economic refugees year 
after year. 


The figures announced by the German Government are 
quite enlightening: 450,000 foreigners applied for 
asylum in Germany last year, including | ,423 Algerians 
between February 1992 and June 1993. 


During the same year, 20,460 people applied for asylum 
in the city of Hamburg alone. The same figure set off 
alarm bells in Great Britain and led to the closing of its 
borders a few years ago. 


Refugee status has become a rare thing in Germany. 
According to an official in the German department 
responsible for the refugees in Kaiserslautern, “the appli- 
cants must prove that they are really being persecuted in 
their country. In Algeria’s case, the situation there 
enables one to say that many people may have fled their 
country. At present, we are examining each case, but to 
tell you the truth, few people are being granted the status 
of political refugee.” 


Baghdadi is an Algerian from Oran’s “Petit Town.” For 
that matter, over 100 people from that city have left their 
neighborhood and ended up here. “It is word of mouth— 
‘el-khit.” That is why so many of us are from Petit 
Town.... I came here three years ago, and I have just 
received notice that the German Government has turned 
down my application for refugee status. So I will have to 
leave Germany, but I can live here a few more months 
because you’re allowed to stay while appealing the deci- 
sion.... Or else I can meet a girl from here and marry 
her—that’s the only other solution we have.” 


The new law took effect on | July. Basically, what it says 
is this: applicants for asylum are required to file their 
application in the country they first set foot in— 
provided, of course, that that ‘third country” guarantees 
their safety. Refugees who arrive in Germany illegally by 
way of Spain or France will therefore be automatically 
deported to those transit countries. 


Bilateral agreements have been signed with several coun- 
tries, notably Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and 
Turkey—as well as Algeria—stating that they will imme- 
diately accept refugees deported by Germany. It is true 
that crossing the French border has become child’s play 
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since | January 1993. Inspections at the land borders are 
few and far between. The German Government says 
flatly that from now on, only those individuals who set 
foot directly in Germany will be allowed to file an 
applic. tion. 


Instructions have been sent to German consulates 
abroad telling them to issue visas only to individuals in 
possession of a certificate guaranteeing that they will be 
given lodging by a third party residing in Germany. That 
third party is required to guarantee that the visitor will 
return to his country of origin as soon as the visit is over. 
According to the government, only about 20 members of 
the former FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] have obtained 
refugee status since the start of the year. 


Badia (a pseudonym) is a member of the FIS. As he says, 
he is here to help the “hittistes” obtain refugee status in 
exchange for possible membership in his organization. 
Applicants here receive a government allowance of about 
500 German marks (2,000 French francs) per month 
while awaiting the government's verdict, and the social 
welfare department gives them free housing in the bar- 
racks formerly used by the French troops that left 
Germany at the start of this year. 


Racket 


It was possible for such a situation to last over three 
years before the law was changed. Badia admits that the 
some | ,000 refugees between Kaiserslautern and Landau 
pay monthly dues of 20 German marks every month. 
Doing so makes it possible to provide evidence that they 
really are militants who fled Algeria, and some of them 
even have certificates stamped by the FIS and stating 
that they underwent torture and imprisonment. The 
arrest of FIS spokesman Rabah Kebir and Oussama 
Madani last May has cooled the ardor of many Algerians 
who were claiming to be members of the FIS. 


Some of them are thinking of leaving Germany very 
quickly and going to other European countries. Norway 
is still a rather flexible country when it comes to political 
asylum. The arrival of those Algerians in the municipal- 
ities of Neustadt an der Weinstrasse, Landau, Aachen, 
and Kaiserslautern has annoyed the German population, 
which accuses the authorities of putting a strain on the 
municipal budgets to pay for taking care of the new 
arrivals. There is a blunted threshold of tolerance among 
the local residents, who are demanding that the “real” 
victims of political persecution be separated from the 
“fakes.” 


A recent poll shows that 70 percent of Germans support 
the restriction introduced into the German Constitution. 
Moreover, authorities blame the rise in crime on the new 
arrivals and do not hesitate to deport the latter when 
they are caught in the act. A police official in the city of 
Kaiserslautern told us that recently, a 20-year-old Alge- 
rian who had been summoned to a hearing on the subject 
of his refugee application arrived five days late with the 
excuse that he had gone back to Algeria to visit his sick 
mother. 
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“You realize that he was seeking political asylum, and he 
dared to say that he had gone back to Algeria.... So we 
put him back on a plane headed for Algiers.” Concerning 
the presence of fundamentalists, he says it is a myth: 
“Here the young refugees, whose average age is between 
20 and 25 years, spend their time getting drunk in 
German taverns.” 


At the Mouche Mosque, which is run by the Turkish 
Muslim Brotherhood, people do not hesitate to say that 
the Algerians are fake political refugees and to revile 
them for not being true Muslims. According to Kamal 
Eddine, “they spend their time stealing from people and 
selling hashish, and none of that is very good for the 
image of Muslims... It’s their fault that the government 
has just restricted the right of asylum.” The FIS official 
agrees with what his Turkish counterpart says. He 
admits that many problems have occurred in Landau, 
and according to him, only the few militants who have 
joined the FIS behave themselves. If Bonn decided to 
lock the borders by amending its Constitution, there was 
a reason for it. 


Headache 


Hans Ulrich Klose, leader of the SPD [Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany] parliamentary group, said 
recently that there was no other solution. “The reasons 
for immigration from East to West and from South to 
North are not going to evaporate overnight.... We are 
faced with a lasting problem. It is not possible to solve 
that problem, but we can channel it.”’ It remains for the 
government to preserve democratic stability and 
peaceful cohabitation between the Germans and the 6.5 
million foreigners living in their country. The massive 
arrival of the “‘new political refugees,’ whether from the 
East or the South, has become a European problem. 


The Germans are calling for a more equitable distribu- 
tion of the burden represented by this new immigration, 
which comes primarily from the West [as published]. 
According to officials, two-thirds of the applicants for 
asylum are East Europeans seeking refuge in Europe and 
knocking at Germany’s door. “For us, it is not a matter 
of abolishing the right to asylum in Germany,” says 
Wolfgang Schauble, leader of the CDU-CSU [Christian 
Democratic Union-Christian Social Union] parliamen- 
tary group. As far as Helmut Kohl’s CDU is concerned, 
“it is necessary, after having waited too long, to bring 
German legislation into line with the Geneva convention 
that is respected by the other European countries.” 


Government officials in Kaiserslautern point out that 
Algerian immigration is a minor problem. According to 
them, it is almost certain now that over 90 percent of the 
Algerians will leave Germany before the end of the year 
after their applications for asylum are rejected. As a 
result of the measures that took effect on | July—and 
even though their effectiveness is being called into ques- 
tion by many experts —the unloved political parties hope 
they will prove to the German voters that their leaders 
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are capable of taking action and adopting measures to try 
to bring Germany out of the difficulties caused by the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall. 


Concerning the extradition of Rabah Kebir and Ous- 
sama Madani, the German Ministry of Justice recently 
reaffirmed that “the two Algerian citizens, Kebir and 
Madani, were arrested pursuant to an arrest warrant 
issued by Interpol [International Criminal Police Orga- 
nization], and Algeria has not yet requested their extra- 
dition.... If it does, the Munich Court of Appeal will first 
have to rule on the legality of their extradition.” And it 
adds: “The German Government does not hand over 
people threatened with the death penalty if the 
requesting state does not guarantee that the death pen- 
alty will not be applied.” 


A source close to the German Ministry of Interior told us 
that if the fate of Kebir and Madani is not settled by the 
end of August, they will be deported to a country willing 
to grant them political asylum. The ministry is also 
hoping for a complete halt to new arrivals from Algeria. 


New Contracts Signed for Section of LPG 
Pipeline 


93AF0780B Algiers EL WATAN in French 28 Jul 93 
ps 


[Article: “Alrar-Hassi R’Mel Pipeline: Three Contracts 
Signed by Sonatrach”’] 


[Text] Yesterday in Algiers, the national hydrocarbon 
enterprise, Sonatrach, signed three contracts with four 
Algerian companies and two French firms for construction 
of the northern section of the Alrar-Hassi R’Mel LPG 


[liquefied petroleum gas] pipeline. 


The first contract, valued at 1.5 billion dinars [DA], was 
signed with a group formed by two Algerian firms, the 
ENGCB (National Civil Engineering and Construction 
Enterprise) and the ENGTP (National Major Petroleum 
Projects Enterprise). It covers the installation of sec- 
ondary structures on the section of pipeline between 
Rhourde-Nous and Haoudh El Hamra in the eastern 
sand desert. That section of 16- to 20-inch pipe is 350 km 
long. 


The second contract, signed with another group of Alge- 
rian firms made up of Kanagaz and Cosider, totals 
DA2.5 billion and calls for laying pipe and putting up 
secondary structures along the section between Haoudh 
El Hamra and Hassi R’Mel (307 km of 20- and 24-inch 


pipe). 


The work covered by those two contracts is to last 24 
months. The third contract, totaling over | billion 
French francs and about DA600 million Algerian, was 
signed with a group formed by French firms: the Storage 
Company and Sofregaz. It calls for building three 
pumping stations, two telecommunications systems, and 
one remote surveillance system within 34 months and 
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supplying equipment for use in the concentrated [as 
published] structures and the cathodic protection 
system. 


The documents were signed by the general manager of 
Sonatrach, the chief executive officers of the four Alge- 
rian firms, the general manager of Sofregaz, and the vice 
president of the Storage Company. 


The Alrar-Hassi R’Mel LPG pipeline will enable 
Sonatrach to consolidate its role as chief participant in 
the international LPG market and to double its export 
capacity, which will total more than 7 million metric 
tons per year beginning in 1996 and 8. million metric 
tons per year around 1998, according to Sonatrach’s 
estimate. 


It is pointed out that back in 1992, Sonatrach awarded 
the contract for building the southern section of the LPG 
pipeline—from Alrar to Rhourde-Nous (431 km of 10- 
and 12-inch pipe}—to a group consisting of Algerian 
firms: the ENGCB, the ENGTP, Kanagaz, and Cosider. 


By entrusting them with construction of the northern 
section of the Alrar-Hassi R’Mel LPG pipeline, 
Sonatrach is continuing its policy of encouraging Alge- 
rian firms and domestic businesses capable of operating 
with the constraints of cost, quality and deadlines 
imposed by competitiveness. 


Sonatrach feels, incidentally, that that ‘voluntarist” 
approach to the configuration of its development 
projects “reflects the firm’s efforts to adapt to the 
difficult economic context and shows its permanent 
concern to reduce the role played by foreign exchange in 
financing them.” 


The Sofregaz firm, which is a private subsidiary of the 
French Gas Company, operates in petroleum and nat- 
ural gas deposits to process the gas and make it suitable 
for transportation by pipeline. It also acts as a consultant 
in connection with economic studies, engineering, and 
the supplying of complete installations. Ninety percent 
of its turnover is due to operations abroad, where it has 
over 400 contracts in 61 countries. 


The Storage Company, a subsidiary of GTM Storage, 
specializes in installations and industrial maintenance 
and operates in about 50 countries. Its turnover in 1991 
totaled 26.89 billion French francs. 


Close Look at Fire Safety in Firms 


93AF0786A Algiers EL WATAN in French | Aug 93 
pill 


[Article by M. Saber: “Fires in Firms: Safety Conditions 
Very Precarious”; first paragraph is EL WATAN intro- 
duction] 


[Text] The risk of fire is often simply a matter of 
materials: certain products are easily ignited. The coinci- 
dence of three elements—fuel, oxygen, and heat—is in a 
way the starting point for a process whose potential is 
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unlimited. Negligence and indifference help start the fire, 
and fate and the absence of people delay its discovery. 


Unfortunate circumstances help a fire spread quickly 
and make fighting it difficult. 


It all leads to a disastrous chain of events, but accumu- 
lated absurdities are too often part of the situation. 


By prevention is meant everything involved in irijile- 
menting a safety policy that consists of eliminating 
circumstances likely to cause either accidents or deaths 
among personnel or the damaging or loss of equipment 
and property. 


Hence the obligation to carry out a safety study in 
economic enterprises. 


A safety study is that part of a safety program intended 
to assess the probability of a particular feared event. 


A safety study becomes necessary from the moment that 
a danger is present. 


By danger is meant a list of feared events and the 
consequences that might be caused by the system. All 
those scientific data lead us to design our safety policy. 
What is the real situation in our firms? 


Considering the difficult economic circumstances 
affecting the country, stringent measures need to be 
adopted to reduce the risk of fire and acts of sabotage. 


Safety is the responsibility of a firm's management. 
Objectives related to safety are derived (in principle) 
from the firm’s safety policy. That policy is part of the 
firm’s overall policy and establishes basic standards of 
conduct for dealing with the risks to be overcome. 


Recently (only a few days ago), fire broke out in a tire 
warehouse belonging to Naftal [National Enterprise for 
Refining and Distributing Petroleum Products], and the 
economic consequences were considerable, according to 
the press. Several billion dinars worth of tires and special 
paper used to print fuel coupons were destroyed by the 
flames, not to mention the destruction caused by the fire 
to the sheds where all that “merchandise” was being 
stored. 


One can obviously wonder about the safety equipment 
existing in that former warehouse. 


Were there smoke detectors or heat detectors? Is there a 
water cupply system for fighting fires? Was there a safety 
crew on permanent duty for immediate intervention? Or 
was the safety of that facility for the storage of several 
billion dinars worth of goods (of which the country’s 
economy has just been deprived at a time when it needs 
every last centime) entrusted to two or three “watch- 
men” who had no means of sounding an alarm or taking 
action? 


If there had been detectors, they would have sounded a 
noisy alarm automatically, and that would at least have 
shortened the response time. 
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If such detectors existed, why did they not function? If 
not, it means that the entire system of protection was 
ineffective. Meaning that there was no follow-up or that 
there was no prevention policy at all. 


In conclusion, one is tempted to wonder about the extent 
to which man contributes to the starting of fires. We 
leave the question open. 


Here it is not a matter of pinning responsibility on 
someone but of explaining ways to prevent a recurrence 
of such events. But to do that, one must have very clear 
objectives. 


Statistics—if they were up-to-date—and articles in the 
press would reveal a very unpleasant reality regarding 
the extent to which those acts are increasing and the 
disconcerting ease with which they are committed. 


The only valid method consists of making a detailed risk 
analysis. 


A risk inventory is conducted systematically—for 
example, in the form of a list classified by location and 
type of threat. 


A engineer specializing in safety matters can design such 
a method and carry it out. Evaluating a risk takes into 
account the probability of its occurrence (‘*P"’) and its 
consequences (““C”’). The product of PxC establishes the 
order of priorities as illustrated in the form of a risk 
pyramid. 


Reducing risks consists of implementing suitable mea- 
sures at the appropriate time and place so as to prevent 
an undesirable event from occurring. 


For example, it means preventing a fire or explosion or 
limiting the negative effects to an acceptable predeter- 
mined level. 


In that respect, consideration is limited to the so-called 
potential risks affecting individuals, facilities, and other 
items of material value. 


In principle, overcoming the risks takes four different 
forms: 


First, one must avoid and reduce the risk. Next, one 
must consider and control any residual risk. 


One necessary measure is the requirement that appro- 
priate steps be taken to ensure that risks regarded as 
intolerably high are reduced by order of priority. This, of 
course, is the responsibility of safety professionals. 
Failure to take that into account would be a serious 
matter, since fire all too often destroys within 24 hours 
what man has spent a lifetime building. 


Twenty Fires 


Twenty fires were recorded in the Governorate of Souk- 
Ahras last weekend and at the start of this week. 
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Lacking exact information on the damage done by those 
fires, the civil defense and forestry departments are now 
working, with the help of the citizens, to encircle and 
extinguish the fires. 


The fires in question, which broke out almost simulta- 
neously, caused the temperature to rise especially in and 
around the administrative center of the governorate. 


These fires are the largest to be recorded in the gover- 
norate since summer started. 


Fires Destroy APC Property, National Firms 
934F0781A4 Algiers EL WATAN in French 8 Jul 93 p 2 


{Article: “Ashes and Tears”] 


[Text] (APS)—Nineteen people have been murdered and 
11,000 hectares [ha] of forest and crops, 8,000 poultry 
raising units, 50 vehicles and pieces of public works 
equipment, the Algiers water distribution firm, and so on 
have been devastated by arson. 


A flagrant new outbreak of acts of sabotage against the 
national economy and a rise in terrorist actions, 
including the murder of civilians and members of the 
security services and the Armed Forces, marked the first 
week of July. 


On the other hand, the security services put a large 
number of terrorists out of action and dismantled several 
gangs throughout the national territory. 


Renewed terrorist actions early this July included the 
murder of seven gendarmes, one police officer, and two 
members of the People’s National Army, including one 
senior officer. In addition, nine civilians were murdered, 
while eight terrorists were killed by the security services, 
which also arrested 15 terrorists. The security services 
also dismantled networks for supporting and supplying 
weapons to the terrorists. For example, a group of 10 
women was arrested in Oum El Bouaghi. They were in 
possession of subversive documents and plans for ter- 
rorist Operations. 


As far as acts of sabotage are concerned, fires damaged 
rolling stock and public works equipment belonging to 
public-sector economic and commercial enterprises and 
to local governments. The forests were not safe from 
such acts during this hot season—as though to empha- 
size that the acts in question are part of a scorched earth 
logic. Cases of arson were reported in the dense forests in 
the central and eastern parts of the country—in the 
governorates of Tizi-Ouzou, Bejaia, Ain Defla, Tarf, 
Annaba, Guelma, Khenchela, Batna, and Tebessa. 


The first survey of arson damage reveals that some 
10,000 ha of forest, scrub, and esparto grass went up in 
smoke in the above-mentioned regions. In addition, 
1,000 ha of crops, fruit, cereals, grapes, and industrial 
tomatoes were destroyed in the Tarf Governorate, and 
8,000 poultry raising units suffered the same fate. 
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The fires also claimed human victims, since five people 
died in fires in the Tizi-Ouzou Governorate, which also 
left people injured and destroyed houses. 


Although the appropriate authorities in the governorates 
in the eastern part of the country have not yet said, as a 
result of their preliminary investigations, that arsonists 
were responsible for those fires, which coincided with 
the heat wave that has settled over the eastern part of the 
country, responsible authorities in Tizi-Ouzou have no 
doubt that the fires there were the work of saboteurs, 
citing as proof the fact that 24 fires were set simulta- 
neously and caused considerable damage. 


Concerning the results of other acts of sabotage affecting 
economic and commercial enterprises, 50 vehicles and 
pieces of public works equipment belonging to APC’s 
[municipal people’s assemblies] and state-owned firms 
were set on fire. Chairlifts between Blida and Chrea were 
destroyed by arson, and the blaze that devastated the 
water distribution firm in Algiers was one of the most 
serious fires. 


In addition, armed individuals set fire to five ware- 
houses and garages belonging to state-owned firms. Sim- 
ilar actions targeted three tire warehouses belonging to 
NAFTAL [National Enterprise for Refining and Distrib- 
uting Petroleum Products] in Semmar (Alger). 


APC offices in the governorates of Medea and Blida were 
set on fire by saboteurs, who also set fire to NAFTAL’s 
vacation camp in Collio (Skikda). Electrica! equipment 
was also damaged by fire. 


Port of Bejaia: Infrastructure Problems, Traffic 
93AF0786D Algiers EL WATAN in French 8 Jul 93 p 7 


[Article by Derrahi K.: “Port Infrastructure: Projects for 
Bejaia’’; first paragraph is EL WATAN introduction) 


[Text] The port of Bejaia serves a dozen surrounding 
governorates. It consists of a small fishing port, a com- 
mercial port with two wharves, and a petroleum port—the 
oldest in Algeria. Today, like other facilities of the same 
type, it is facing serious problems. 


The economic constraints affecting the country are being 
reflected in a pronounced drop in imports and a decline 
in exports of hydrocarbons. According to Mr. Boumsila, 
director general of the EPB [?Export Promotion Board] 
for ports—including the port of Bejaia—that situation is 
preventing the optimal utilization of their capacity. 


Although traffic in 1992 (including all goods except 
hydrocarbons) was down 9 percent from 1991 in the port 
of Bejaia, Boumsila says it should be noted chat that total 
was | percent below the predicted figure. 


Putting it in plain language, 1,328,000 metric tons of 
general cargo passed across the wharves of the port of 
Bejaia in 1992, compared to 1,471,000 metric tons in 
1991, a figure that itself was lower than quantity handled 
in 1990. 
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In the case of crude oil, 7.4 million metric tons were 
exported through Bejaia last year, or some 2 percent 
more than in 1991. 


But passenger traffic in 1992 was up considerably over 
the year before, the difference being no less than 80 
percent. A total of 36,629 passengers crossed Bejaia’s 
port borders (in both directions) in 1992, compared to a 
predicted figure of 33,000. 


For its part, ship movement experienced a slight decline: 
there were 1,268 ships in 1992, compared to 1,343 in 
1991. 


The director general of the EPB said: “All of that did not 
prevent improved rationalization compared to perfor- 
mance in preceding years. For instance, expenditures 
accounted for only 70 percent of turnover in 1992, and 
52 percent of that was for payroll and related charges. In 
1991, those figures were 96 percent and 62 percent, 
respectively.” 


Considering the slower traffic in recent times, the EPB is 
a good profit maker because, it is emphasized, the traffic 
has become more lucrative, wages have been brought 
under control, and handling operations, which were once 
overmanned, have been reorganized. 


Like the country’s other port enterprises resulting from 
the complete reorganization of the port system beginning 
in 1982, the EPB is responsible for all port operations, 
notably the purely commercial activities (handling, 
towing, pilotage, mooring, and so on), utilities (mainte- 
nance of the port facilities and security), and port 
authority functions. 


We learned from Boumsila that utilities and port 
authority functions are universally separate from com- 
mercial activities, the former being the responsibility of 
public entities governed by administrative law and the 
latter being exercised by individuals or companies under 
ordinary law. The director general of the EPB went on to 
say that those functions are poorly handled not only 
because of the lack of legal texts but also because it is 
extremely difficult for the enterprise to be both judge 
and judged. 


The port of Bejaia’s fleet of vessels is scheduled for 
modernization, but at the moment it consists of four old 
tugboats that have not been maintained according to 
standards since 1986; three pilot boats, one of which, 
dating back to the 1950"s, was salvaged with the help of 
Erenav [expansion not given]; and a few forklifts over 10 
years old that are in need of major preventive mainte- 
nance. A contract for the acquisition of three heavy-duty 
elevators is pending. 


Despite the inadequate facilities, 10 percent of the 
country’s cereal imports pass through the port of Bejaia. 
To achieve a sizable increase in import capacity, a 
project involving construction of a dock-silo is under 
way, and an agreement has been signed with a foreign 
supplier for the installation of a gantry for cereals. In 
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addition, work now under way or pending will be 
financed by collections of indirect taxes. That work 
includes a general cleanup of the port, repairs to the 
East-South Wharf, widening of the Sidi Abdelkader 
chatnel from 80 to 100 meters, the provision of services 
for the new wharf, and extension of the railroad tracks. 
With its 45 hectares of open storage area and another 2 
hectares of shed storage, the port of Bejaia has no 
problems with ships staying in port. according to the 
director general of the EPB. Sometimes, however, ships 
carrying dangerous products are sent away because of the 
lack of a specific storage area. A hazardous materials 
area is needed to overcome that lack. 


Description of Ghetto Life in Oued Ouchaieh 
93A4F0O786E Algiers EL WATAN in French 28 Jul 93 
p2 


[Article by A. Boumediene: “Oued Ouchaieh: Housing 
Project of Shame”; first paragraph is EL WATAN intro- 
duction] 


[Text] Like giant sores, miserable housing projects are 
multiplying in Algeria. Dozens of people packed into 
cramped apartments are living in deplorably unsanitary 
conditions giving rise to all the phenomena that ruin a 
society: drugs, delinquency, prostitution, and so on. It is 
ideal ground for political charlatans. And one example is 
the Oued Ouchaieh housing project. 


The residents of the Oued Ouchaieh housing project 
were having trouble waking up that morning. It was 
1100, but everyone was still asleep. Police officers in 
special intervention gear were stationed on every street 
corner. 


Like strange figurines, they seemed to be watching over 
the sleep that the residents had been unable to find the 
night before because of a clash between police and a 
group of terrorists. Gunfire had been heard almost 
throughout the night. 


“Around 2100, we spotted vehicles that had been used in 
attacks. The terrorists, who were in the area, opened fire 
on us. It lasted a good part of the evening. This area is 
swarming with fundamentalists,” we were told in a 
weary tone by one police officer. 


At 1130, passport in hand, a young man about 20 years 
old came out of a rickety building. He was headed for the 
Italian Embassy. Showing no distrust, Halim told us he 
had been waiting three months for the visa that would 
enable him “to escape at least for a while the poverty and 
gloominess of everyday life.” 


He told us: “I don’t have a lot of money. I am going to try 
to get by on what I have managed to put aside by selling 
secondhand clothes with a neighbor who is a smuggler. 
The main thing for me is to get some fresh air and forget 
everything that is happening in Algeria.” 
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Like all the residents of Oued Ouchaieh, he had been 
kept awake all night by the gunfire. He does not get 
involved in politics but, “like everybody,” he keeps up 
with what is happening in his country. A little more so, 
perhaps, since he admitted to us that for a time he had 
been a supporter of the FFS [Socialist Forces Front] and 
that in fact he had voted it for on 26 December 1991. His 
leanings toward that party have caused him problems 
more than once in his neighborhood, where people tend 
to be Islamic fundamentalists. In the evenings, when the 
young men in the housing project gather after dinner to 
comment on the events of the day, small groups form. 
“The FFS supporters on one side, supporters of the RCD 
[Rally for Culture and Democracy] on the other, and 
supporters of the FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] down at 
the end. Even though we avoid discussing political issues 
with those whose political views are different, there are 
plenty of provocations. For the good of all, we try not to 
respond. Sometimes it is difficult to hold back.” 


But as far as Halim was concerned, the problem at the 
moment was to get his visa. By this time the housing 
project was completely awake. The windows of the 
houses, which resemble ruins more than anything, were 
open, enabling one to see their interiors—as miserable as 
those in Bachdjarah’s housing projects, Les Palmiers and 
La Montagne. Here, too, there was the same poverty, the 
same heavy atmosphere and above all the unbearable 
smell of the sewage pouring out of broken manholes. In 
1989, during construction of a tunnel that now links the 
eastern and western superhighways, the dynamite that 
was being used caused the pipes to break. To this day, no 
repairs have been made. 


That problem, which affects all the residents right in 
their homes, has been the cause of numerous demonstra- 
tions and sit-ins in front of the headquarters of the 
governorate. On each occasion, the security forces have 
had to intervene to restore order. 


Inside the houses, which are already dilapidated by time 
and the earthquakes of previous years, the situation is 
tragic. To cover the greenish water that often spews out 
in the bedrooms and runs down the walls all year long, 
Hafedh, the father of nine children, is forced to cover the 
floor with wooden planks. “But that is not enough,” he 
told us, “because the wood swells before our very eyes 
and rots fast. One day the water overflowed, and we even 
found worms. So we have to replace the wood every 
month, and sometimes every two weeks.” 


It is a terrible life to have to eat, drink, and especially 
sleep in those conditions of sanitation, which are made 
worse in the summer by the heat and the mosquitoes. 


Even more serious, the water faucets are dry all year 
long. Drinking water must be carried from a long dis- 
tance. Once again, there is no lack of disease, and in the 
old buildings, there is always the same hideous face of 


poverty. 


The picture is one of timeworn blankets piled in a 
corner, bare light bulbs hanging from a cracked ceiling, 
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cracked walls that no paint will stick to, and the unbear- 
able smell of sewage. And since the curfew was ordered, 
“conditions have gotten worse,” we were told. 


“When night comes, there are an average of 10 of us in 
the house, and none of us can go out for a breath of air. 
It is awful. People’s nerves are already on edge because 
of the events of the day, and they frequently explode, 
causing terrible quarrels among members of the same 
family for no valid ,eason. The heat is stifling, and on 
top of that one has to put up with the smell of the sprays 
used to get ric of mosquitoes.” The young people orga- 
nize themselves the best way they can. Some of them stay 
awake half the night playing cards in the stairwells. 
Others, being braver, enjoy the fresh air outside their 
housing project while trying to remain hidden in the 
shadows. People also smoke hashish and, their minds 
fuddied by the fumes, dream of a better life. People 
laugh, although it does not come from the heart, and 
above all, they try not to think about tomorrow. 


Wretched of the Earth 


The building’s stairwells are also the scenes of brawls and 
quarrels that break out when people disagree or when 
one of the players cheats. For his part, Hafedh prciers to 
spend the night chanting verses from the Koran, which 
he is trying to learn by heart. A political science student 
at the Ben Aknoun School, he agreed to talk to us, but he 
avoided answering our questions directly. 


“Instead of sinking into delinquency and becoming like 
t'uese young men, whose idleness leads them astray, | 
prefer to take refuge in religion. This does not mean that 
I am an extremist or a terrorist, not at all. | have nothing 
to do with the FIS or with those people who think only of 
spilling blood. My father is a mufti, and he raised us to 
respect religious values.” 


Hafedh is trying to learn the Koran apart from his 
university courses. He admitted to us that he does not 
really understand everything, and he often consults his 
father or imams to learn how the meaning of certain 
Passages 1s interpreted. 


Hafedh is rejected by the FIS supporters in his neighbor- 
hood, who consider him a traitor “in the pay of the 
government”’—‘‘the same government,” the young 
man’s mother said to us, “that does nothing and has 
never lifted a finger i help us. If their heart was in the 
right place or if they were really interested in the well- 
being of this people in whose name they speak, they 
would not let us live in such poverty and misery. We are 
not asking them for much; all we want is decent housing 
where our children can grow up and study in comfort.” 


She also talked to us emotionally about her oldest son 
who, at 32 years of age, has never traveled and cannot get 
married or hope to have a family life someday. She told 
us that he comes home at night only to stretch out on his 
old foam mattress in front of the bedding used by his 
brothers and sisters. “But fortunately, my children have 
sound minds and don’t do bad things.” In saying that, 
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Hafedh’s mother was alluding to the neighbor in the 
building opposite who “prostitutes herself.” The 
neighbor refused to talk to us. She simply called to us: 
“Don’t listen to them. I'm not doing anything wrong. 
Tell them to let me alone; I only want to feed my 
children.” She is the housing project's “black sheep”: a 
woman with “loose morals”—the one who is insulted on 
the stairs and at whom rocks are thrown as soon as she 
turns her back. The neighbor women on the same floor 
say that she has been threatened many times and that the 
“fundamentalists” in the neighborhood have even tried 
to get her evicted. 


Prostitution, crime, and drugs are not the only phe- 
nomena to have spread in these ghettos. Besides those 
social evils, mystical beliefs have also found fertile soil 
for growth. 


But on that subject, “omerta”—the implacable law of 
silence—is the rule. People avoid talking about it, make 
their faces blank, and turn their backs. They are also 
afraid to talk about the fearsome old woman with 
“potent powers” who settles conflicts between couples or 
between daughters-in-law and their mothers-in-law by 
using magic and casting spells. It reflects a lack of 
education. Another phenomenon ts the gang wars among 
various neighborhood groups. When the animosity and 
rivalry between the two gangs in Oued Ouchaieh are 
stirred up, the entire housing project trembles. 


The state should take an urgent look at all those phe- 
nomena, study their causes, and find solutions. The 
problem is a time bomb that may at any moment cause 
a more serious disaster than the rebellious movements 
that have already shaken this housing project since 
October 1988. 


In Oued Ouchaieh and the capital's other housing 
projects of shame, all the ingredients exist for pushing 
these “wretched of the earth” to proclaim in a violent 
manner their hatred for a system that does not recognize 
their right to a decent life. 


Prices Rise Due to Stockpiling Fruits, Vegetables 
934A F0786C Algiers EL WATAN in French 26 Jul 93 
pl 


[Article by Khaled Mahrez: “Fruits and Vegetables: 
Soaring Prices”; first paragraph is EL WATAN introduc- 
tion] 


[Text] A quick survey of the various markets in the capital 
shows that fruit and vegetable prices did not experience 
their usual seasonal drop this summer. 


Potatoes, for example, which at this time of year usually 
sell for 8 or 9 dinars[DA] per kilogram in the retail 
markets or DAIO at most in the “hottest” markets, are 
selling for DA13 or DAI4 and in some cases a full DAI5 
per kilogram. 
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That price level is abnormal for potatoes in season 
because traditionally, only the carly crop sells at that 
price. The situation is all the more abnormal in that the 
producers have been charging completely normal prices. 


In the Ain Defla region, for example, which is a big 
supplier of potatoes to central Algeria and even other 
regions in the eastern part of the country, producers have 
beer selling potatoes for DA4 per kilogram and even 
DA3 in the case of grade-two potatoes. 


The gap between what the producer charges and what the 
end consumer pays is much too big in, for example, the 
case of potatoes. The difference can amount to as much 
as 300 percent, and that, paradoxically, penalizes both 
the producer and consumer while benefiting a mob of 
middiemen who seem to have taken over the market for 
good. 


And it is definitely a case of speculation and speculators, 
not of a drop in production due to drought. At any rate, 
that latter hypothesis is ruled out by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which suggests that it is purely a matter of 
speculation. There was a short report on television last 
week concerning speculative practices behind the rise in 
prices. 


Tens of metric tons of potatoes are being stored in the 
open in the Ain Defla region by ill-intentioned mid- 
diemen who are “regulating” the market in their own 
way to keep prices high despite relatively abundant 
production. 


Those good “merchants,” bothered not in the slightest 
by the presence of TV cameras, admitied that they were 
waiting for prices to go up before selling their huge 
inventories of potatoes. 


Preparations for Expected Locust Invasion Begins 
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[Article by Rachid Semmad: “The Danger at Our Bor- 
ders’’] 


[Text] The desert locust has always been considered a 
scourge, and rightly so. This destructive insect has 
caused crop devastation and famine in countries 
invaded by its massive swarms which have gathered 
periodically since time immemorial. 


Algeria was spared by the desert locust during the years 
1956-86. To those who did not know the deeper reasons 
behind this long absence, it seemed possible that the 
desert locust had undergone bio-ecological and behav- 
ioral changes that curtailed its ability to mass into 
swarms and travel long distances. 


Unfortunately, the great invasion of 1987-89 proved the 
opposite, and the large scale and sudden onset of the 
invasion clearly revealed that no tangible change had 
occurred in the process by which the locust threat 
materializes. 
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We closely followed that invasion in southern Algeria as 
weil as in Mali and Senegal. The knowledge gained from 
that experience enables us to state that the cyclical 
invasions will continue to strike with the same intensity 
so long as conditions are favorable to reproduction. And 
they will take an ever greater toll, given the expansion of 
farming in countries subject to the scourge and the 
increased food needs of their populations, unless coor- 
dinated control efforts are carried out in the areas of 
swarm formation. 


It may not be realized by everyone that the last invasion 
of locusts was contained at the price of a long and costly 
effort that had serious consequences for the economies 
of the sub-Saharan countries. 


In Algeria’s case alone, the infestati »n was a massive one 
affecting more than 3.5 million hectares [ha] of land. The 
effort to combat i: required heavy equipment (40 air- 
craft), millions of liters of pesticide, thousands of por- 
table sprayers, and numerous extermination teams. 


The total cost was more than 50 billion centimes, 
including a substantial portion in foreign exchange for 
chartering aircraft and purchasing chemicals and other 
materials. 


It is true that Algeria invested this sum despite the 
repercussions of the economic recession. It did so in 
order to address the locust problem and to establish an 
agency that would use short-term and intermediate-term 
prevention as a means of control. The result was the 
Interministerial Committee for Locust Control (CILA), 
which proved its capabilities with its central command 
post (located at the INPV [expansion not given] in 
El-Harrach) and province-level command posts. The 
CILA was later deactivated, once the danger had passed. 


One thing is certain: Monitoring the activities of the 
desert locust across the entire zone of potential danger is 
costly and impossible to sustain on a permanent basis 
because the regions that form the insect’s permanent 
habitat are vast expanses of desert land. 


Stull fresh in our memories is the widespread invasion of 
1988, which affected northwestern Africa (the Maghreb) 
as well as western Africa. With foreign assistance, exter- 
mination teams treated nearly 13 million ha. 


The principal zones of locust reproduction and swarm 
formation—namely, the invasion areas located in 
western Africa (Niger, Mali, and Mauritania) and 
eastern Africa (Sudan, Somalia, and Ethiopia)— 
represent sources of infestation, from Algeria's stand- 
point. 


After nearly four years of subsidence, the danger is at our 
borders, primarily along our border with Niger where a 
large presence of desert locusts has been reported. For 
that reason, the CILA was quickly reactivated, and 
recently held a meeting presided by the minister of 
agriculture. 
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CILA members were instructed to take all necessary 
steps to address the locust threat which is now at our 
gates. History has demonstrated that it is in the areas of 
swarm formation that action must be taken before it is 
too late. We will continue to follow this story. 


Rodents Infest City of Tiaret 
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[Article by Amar Belkhodja: “Rats Infest the City”) 


[Text] When rats begin to appear in an urban area, it is 
a clear sign that poor sanitation and pollution have 
reached a critical level. That is the case in the city of 
Tiaret where rats have been part of the urban landscape 
for months now. 


The emergence of this undesirable parasite in Tiaret is 
the result of years of declining sanitary conditions. The 
sanitation system is deficient; sewer openings are almost 
constantly blocked up; water is nearly always in short 
supply; trash dumps have proliferated; and drainage 
gutters are only occasionally cleaned out, if at all. This 
combination of neglect and lack of civic-mindedness has 
given the city of a new set of residents: the rat. These 
rodents, which find their food in unhealthy environ- 
ments, have not only taken up residence in the city; they 
have also become threats in some areas. On Dahmani 
Boumaaza Boulevard, a young boy was attacked by a rat. 
It took the help of several neighborhood children to 
neutralize the rodent, which had literally charged at the 
boy. In this neighborhood, the rats no longer lurk in 
basements and underground areas, but brazenly venture 
into the stairwells of apartment buildings. Tenants 
encounter them so frequently tnat a polite exchange 
greetings between man and rodent would seem to be in 
order. At the covered market, rats scurry freely from one 
drainage gutter to another without intervention from 
anyone. At the Badr apartment complex, residents have 
noticed rapid growth in the colony of rats, which are 
known to be prolific breeders. The term “rat extermina- 
tion program” is unheard of in the city of Tiaret, which 
has obviously never before experienced such an inva- 
sion, but an extermination campaign is sorely needed. 
For now, an improvised campaign is being waged by 
children living in infested neighborhcods, which 
explains the sight of dead rodents in various parts of the 
city, their carcasses adding morbid, gray hues to the 
landscape. The rat infestation is the final stage in Tiaret's 
transformation into a city where filth is nobody's con- 
cern and seemingly tolerated by the municipal institu- 
tions and residents. What a sad existence we lead when, 
instead of talking about the latest in artistic creations or 
the benefits of building a museum, there is a need to 
sound the alarm for pest control and trash clean-ups. 
Such is the existence that the residents of Tiaret must 
face. 
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EGYPT 


Al-Fath Vanguards, Stormy Court Session 
93LD0031A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 16 Aug 93 
ps 


{Unattributed article: “Stormy Session in Trial of First 
Group of al-Fath Vanguard Members” 


[Text] Cairo—Cairo’s High Military Court yesterday 
began trial sessions for 53 defendants in the case of the 
Organization “Vanguards of the Islamic Conquest” 
(Tala't’ al-Fath al-Islami). The defendants represent the 
first group of members of the organization. Mayor Gen- 
eral Muhammad Sayyid Sha'rawi, undersecretary of the 
Department of Public Security, denied the truth of 
statements made by Safwat ‘Abd-al-Ghani, the com- 
mander of the military wing of al-Jama’‘ah al-Islamiyah, 
that the Egyptian police had recently arrested members 
of a Coptic terrorist organization who had carried out 
the recent bombings that killed 20 citizens. 


Sha'rawi told AL-HAY AH that such talk was “absolutely 
untrue.” He noted that the Egyptian security apparatus 
“immediately announces any terrorist organizations that 
are discovered."’ ‘Abd-al-Ghani's statements, he 
asserted, “aim at fomenting sectarian strife between 
Copts and Muslims and covering up terrorist acts com- 
mitted by members of the religious groups.” 


He asked, “If Safwat ‘Abd-al-Ghani has information 
about those who committed the bombings, why has he 
not submitted a report to the authorities, so that they can 
investigate and determine whether the information ts 
true or not?” 


‘Abd-al-Ghani said two days ago that four Christians 
currently are being held in Turrah prison for investiga- 
tion concerning bombings; one of them is named Khalid 
Bulus, and the organization to which they belong ts 
named “Holy Jihad” (a/-Jihad al-Muqaddas). 


The military courtroom east of Cairo witnessed a stormy 
session yesterday in the first session of the trial of the 
first batch of members of the organization Vanguards of 
the Islamic Conquest. The defendants arrived at the 
courtroom in two automobiles surrounded by escort 
vehicles. As they entered the courtroom, they shouted 
slogans such as “Revolution... Koranic revolution for the 
Islamic caliphate!” and “Prison or death will not turn us 
from Islam!" and “Patience, patience, O ‘Abbud; 
Muhammad's army will return!” (The reference ts to 
*Abbud al-Zumur, who is serving a 40-year prison term 
in the case of the assassination of President Anwar 
al-Sadat.) 


The defendants hung on the prisoners’ cages signs that 
they wrote on their clothes as they entered the court- 
room. These contained such expressions as, “No to the 
war of distortion and defamation!” and “Welcome to 
death to pave the way for the caliphate!” and “Muslims 
blood shall not be sacrificed for Jews and Americans!” 
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At the beginning of the four-hour session, the chief judge, 
Major General Wajdi al-Laythi, warned the defendants 
not to continue causing disorder and shouting slogans in 
the prisoners’ cage. He threatened to expel them from 
the courtroom if they continued trying to obstruct the 
proceedings. 


The chief judge affirmed the court's desire to “follow 
constitutional and legal procedures and offer each defen- 
dant and the lawyers representing them the opportunity 
to present their defense and clarify the position of each 
defendant.” 


Al-Laythi said that the court would “hear the words of all 
the defendants with an open mind.” He asked them not 
to speak from inside the cages. The chief judge also 
allowed .vod prepared by relatives of the defendants to 
be brought to them. 


Defendant Nizar Mahmud, who is a lawyer, addressed 
the chief judge. He said that the defendants had been 
subjected to torture and that visits had been forbidden 
them. Lawyer Muntasir al-Zayyat spoke next. He asked 
the court to release two lawyers who had been impris- 
oned in the case—Nuizar Mahmud and ‘Abd-al-Raziq 
Mustafa ‘Abd-al-Raziq—as “they had not been charged 
with any felonies or crimes.” The court then verified that 
approximately 40 lawyers, most of them Islamists, had 
come to defend the defendants. They included al-Zayyat, 
Mukhtar Nuh, Mahmud ‘Abd-al-Shafi, Mamduh Isma‘il, 
“Ali Isma‘il, Kamil Mandur, Yusri Abu-Zayd, Mahmud 
Riyad, and Sayyid “Abd-al-Fattah. Also attending the 
session to speak for the defense in one of the cases of the 
Islamists was Talat “Ismat al-Sadat, nephew of the late 
Anwar al-Sadat. 


Al-Laythi read the charges of the indictment, which 
included: membership in a group founded in violation of 
provisions of the law with the aim of obstructing the 
Constitution and the law; daimaging social peace: 
working to change the system of government; causing 
security disturbances; and using terrorism as a means to 
achieve these ends. 


The indictment said that the defendants “participated in 
a criminal agreement under which they committed a 
number of crimes of premeditated murder, robbery with 
use of force, and possession of firearms, ammunition, 
and explosives without a license.” Responding to the 
chief judge’s question posed to each defendant sepa- 
rately, the defendants denied that they were guilty. 
Lawyer Sa’d Hasaballah asked the court to send the 
defendants for medical examination, “to determine the 
injuries they had suffered from torture, particularly since 
most of them had complained of having been subjected 
to torture.” He said that their confessions “were the 
products of compulsion.” 


Defendant Hazim Muhammad Nur-al-Din spoke, saying 
that whenever he had been questioned he had been 
blindfolded and that he had been subjected to “torture 
by electric shock.”’ He said that the defendants “went on 
strike in Abu-Za’bal Prison for 10 days to protest the 
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torture.’ He demanded that the defendants in the case 
be given the safeguards guaranteed to criminal defen- 
dants. 


The chief judge decided to assign the military prosecutor 
to visit the defendants in prison and give the court a 
report at its next session about whether any violations of 
the law had occurred. Hasaballah also asked that the 
opinions in the verdict issued two days ago in the case of 
the assassination of the former speaker of Parliament, 
Dr. Rif'at al-Mahjub, be added to the record of the case. 
Lawyer Yusri Abu-Zayd asked that the record of the 
1981 al-Jihad case be added to the record of the proceed- 
ings. Lawyer ‘Ali Isma‘il protested the military court's 
lack of jurisdiction in the case. He asked that consider- 
ation of the case be postponed to enable the lawyers to 
study the file of the case. 


The court decided to postpone consideration of the case 
to a second session on 25 August in response to the 
defense’s request to study the case. 


In a related development, the defense team in the Islamic 
cases yesterday issued a statement that it distributed to 
journalists. The statement noted that the verdict of the 
Emergency Higher State Security Court in the al-Mahjub 
assassination case indicated that the security agencies 
“were disregarding the law in cases of the Jama‘at 
Islamiyah.” In its statement, the defense team said that 
“for security to stabilize in the country, defendants’ 
rights must be guaranteed. and infringement of the law 
must be stopped.” 


The defense team said that “proceedings to try the 
defendants before military courts were all invalid and in 
violation of the Constitution.” The statement said that 
lawyer Dr. ‘Abd-al-Halim Mandur, head of the defense 
team in the Islamic cases, had withdrawn from the 
defense in this case to protest the trial of the defendants 
before military courts. 


On Tuesday, two days from today, the Higher Military 
Court in Madinat Nasr ts to begin trying the second 
batch of defendants from the Vanguards of the Conquest 
group. 


Prominent People Praise Egyptian Civil Justice 
93LD0031B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 16 Aug 93 
ps 


[Unattributed article: “Prominent Judicial and Political 
Party Figures Praise Egyptian Judicial System Following 
Sentences in al-Mahjub Case”’} 


[Text] Cairo—A Muslim Brotherhood spokesman, Court 
of Appeal Judge Ma’mun al-Hudaybi, praised the verdict 
that the Emergency Higher State Security Court issued 
yesterday in the al-Mahjub assassination case. He told 
AL-HAYAH that the defendants had received light sen- 
tences despite their confessions. This was because the 
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civil courts “give defendants all rights, unlike the mili- 
tary courts, where defendants do not fully receive their 


rights.” 


He added that the law gives the president of the republic 
the right to retry the defendants if he thinks there is need 
to do so. He said, “I do not deny this right to the 
president; it is one of his prerogatives with which I do 
not interfere.” He noved that the Egyptian judiciary is 
professional and has lengthy experience; thus the ver- 
dicts in the case were not the product of accident or 
issued under any influence. Court of Appeal Judge 
Muhammad al-Batati, head of the Alexandria Criminal 
Court Appeals Division, said: “The verdict of the State 
Security Court is final and must be respected. However, 
in this case the court belongs to Emergency State Secu- 
rity. The sentences must therefore be submitted to the 
Cabinet's office of endorsement for approval or for the 
case to be returned to another division for retrial of the 
defendants. If it were just a State Security Court, not 
emergency, the verdict could be appealed only before the 
Court of Cassation. The appeal would be made by the 
Higher State Security Prosecutor’s Office. However, 
when the division is emergency, the Cabinet's office of 
sentence endorsements has the right to order a retrial.” 


He said that the sentences in the al-Mahjub case “express 
the viewpoint of the court. The judges have the right to 
punish the defendants for one or more charges in the 
case, and not for all the charges leveled at them. For the 
charge of murder, one of the following conditions must 
be present: agreeing, inciting, or aiding. It appears that 
the court found no proof of the existence of any condi- 
tions for punishing the defendants for the charge of 
murder, and so the sentences were for possession of 
weapons or leaflets.”’ 


The general secretary of the Arab Organization for 
Human Rights, Mr. Muhammad Fa’iq, said, “The trial 
of any person should take place before his normal judge, 
not before a state security court or military court.” He 
expressed the belief that the court had issued lightened 
sentences against the defendants in the murder of Dr. 
Rif'at al-Mahjub because of the absence of sufficient 
proof. The important thing, he noted, is that the accused 
be given sufficient guarantees. There must, for example, 
be good treatment in prison; he must not be forced to 
confess; and there must be a lawyer to defend him. What 
happened in the al-Mahjub case was the opposite: the 
defendants were forced to confess, which invalidates or 
vitiates the confessions they gave, since they were made 
under compulsion or pressure. 


Fa’iq added: “Judges in Egypt are good. When one of 
them discovers violations to force a person to confess, 
they reject the confessions. It is better for them that one 
criminal escape punishment than that ten guiltless per- 
sons be tried. This is what happened in the ai-Mahjub 
case.” 


In a related development, al-Jama‘ah al-Islamiyah 
demanded that judges in Egypt resign. In a statement 
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that AL-HAYAH received by fax yesterday—no source 
was indicated—they said: ““A government representative 
announced that so light a sentence was issued because of 
threats the judges had received from al-Jama’ah al- 
Islamiyah. The sentence confirms the truth of the gov- 
ernment’s position on forming military courts to issue 
suitable sentences for terrorism and terrorists. Such a 
position constitutes contempt for the civil justice sys- 
tem—contempt so great as to abolish it. As a result, all 
civil judges should submit their immediate resigna- 
tions.” 


Egyptian sources denied that any government official 
had issued such a statement. The government, they said, 
does not interfere in the actions of the judiciary. They 
indicated that the sentences issued in the al-Mahjub case 
were currently under study. The law gives the military 
ruler authority to endorse them or to reject them and 
transfer the case to another division. 


Upper Egypt Victimized by Government Neglect 
934F0773A Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Aug 93 p 4 


[Article by Alexandre Buccianti and Mouna Naim, on 
special assignment in Egypt: “Poverty and Islamism in 
Upper-Egypt"—first paragraph is LE MONDE introduc- 
tion] 


[Text] Is Upper-Egypt a breeding ground for Muslim 
extremism? The region rejects that notion, but deplores 
its underdevelopment and the government's attitude. 


Asyut, Upper Egypt—Every afternoon between 7 and 21 
August, thousands of Copts from the Asyut region and 
elsewhere join in a pilgrimage. On foot or by car, in 
families or groups of neighbors, they make the steep, 
1-km climb from the village of Dronka to the convent of 
the Holy Virgin of the Mountain where a procession 
begins promptly at 1900. 


The gathering does not have an excessively religious feel. 
On the contrary, there is something of iconoclastic about 
it, as young men court young women while friends or 
relatives reunite and notaries stop to chat with their 
constituents. Were it not for the sight of a few faithful 
absorbed in prayer before an image of Mary and the 
inevitable shops selling souvenirs and religious symbols, 
the occasion might be mistaken for a village festival 
anywhere. 


But the annual pilgrimage is not a village fair in that it 
has increasingly become an occasion for the Christians of 
Upper Egypt—the bastion of Muslim extremists—to 
express a sense of community, “to join in common 
prayer so that God will hear them more clearly and 
protect them from the extremists,” said one notable. 


Dwindling Numbers? 


The overwhelming majority of Dronka’s residents are 
Christian—Copts, and a few Catholics and Anglicans. 
But a stone’s throw away is the town of Al-Balayza 
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numbering some 10,000 residents, nearly all of them 
Muslims. While there has never been an incident 
between the two villages, the Musi'ms of Al-Balayza are 
subject to harassment by Islamic fundamentalists who 
manage either to persuade or terrorize them. 


The pilgrimage of the Virgin unfolds smoothly, although 
fewer Copts are participating this year. “There is always 
a danger that an act of provocation will be attempted,” 
say the Copts. “And you know, in the last few months, 
‘they’ killed three Copts in Manfalut and Dairut” (far- 
ther north). 


“They” are young “terrorists” to some, ““desperadoes” to 
others. “They” are members of the al-Jamaah Islamiyah, 
the organization that has either claimed or been attrib- 
uted responsibility for the various terrorist attacks car- 
ried out here and in Cairo in the last year or so. Its 
spiritual leader is Shaykh "Umar *Abd-al-Rahman, 
whose name has been associated with the bombing of 
New York’s World Trade Center. 


Christians and Muslims alike, whether critical or under- 
standing of “their” cause, will tell you that a while ago, 
“they” donned the mask of fighters of the shadows who 
hide in mountain caves and corn fields and receive 
supplies and information from children; hunted by the 
authorities, “they” no longer appear in public places. 


It is impossible to ascertain whether the truth of these 
affirmations exists solely in the minds of a population 
still feeling the aftershocks of terrorist attacks and in 
need of creating myths. “Indeed, the information cannot 
be verified,” says Hussam Al-Kilani, Dairut’s legislative 
representative and a member of President Mubarak’s 
National Democratic Party. “It is certain that some of 
them are on the run. But arrests have been made in 
Cairo, so....” 


Are there many of these young men, generally no more 
than 20 years old, who have declared themselves 
enforcers of Islam and who are said to be in hiding? 
“Only a handful,” says Mr. Al-Kilani. Ten or 15 in the 
entire region of Asyut, says a police official. ““A few,” say 
others. In any case, the responses indicate a consensus on 
one point: Their numbers have dwindled noticeably, 
even though they had sympathizers “in the thousands” 
only a few months ago, according to Shaykh Bakir Saleh 
Bakir, an official of the Muslim Brotherhood in Dairut. 


Although still traumatized, the region has returned to the 
tre nquil pace of life characteristic of remote areas. By 
aay, town centers and market places are teeming with 
activity; in the evening, strollers enjoy the cool air after 
the torrid heat of the day. There is no police presence 
unless it is very discreet, although as recently as last 
Aprii, a virtual state of emergency existed in Dairut, for 
instance, after the government sent in 1,400 police 
troops. The residents give much of the credit for that to 
the new interior minister, General Hasan al-Alfi, a 
former governor of Asyut and the subject of endless 
praise. 
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It matters little if the acclaim is at least partly motivated 
by the fact that this destitute region, which had felt 
rejected by successive national governments, now 
believes that justice has been done by it. Mr. al-Alfi is 
said to honest, wise, and tactful, qualities rarely attrib- 
uted! to leaders in these parts. “The arbitrary arrests have 
ceased. The families of suspects are no longer subject to 
harassment; police focus solely on the suspects. People 
have regained their peace of mind,” said Shaykh Bakir. 


Endemic Economic Problems 


He went on to note that, “the popularity of the young 
Islamists, most of whom come from modest homes, 
withered away once people saw the violence they were 
capable of. They targeted everyone, not just the Copts. 
Last winter, they declared the sports field off-limits to 
our young people.” All of this culminated in a fight 
during which one of them was accidentally injured by his 
own associates. “Besides, what do they know about 
Islam and the Koran that calls for tolerance and persua- 
sion? Egyptians abhor violence.” 


There are exceptions, however. In Upper Egypt, perhaps 
more than anywhere else in the country, tribal structures 
remain very strong and the enduring tradition of the 
vendetta attests to that fact. One of the prime concerns 
of rural men is to acquire, if possible, a “*Port-Said,” the 
local version of the Czech AK-47. But vendettas, which 
have been the local form of justice for centuries, are one 
thing; random violence is another, especially if it leads to 
arrests and repression. Now, however, vendettas are 
frequently viewed or portrayed as “terrorist actions” — 
particularly if they involve Christians and Muslims. In 
any case, the activists of the al-Jamaah Islamiyah are 
extremely difficult to contact. In the small town of 
Masara on the road leading out of Asyut, in the evening 
of 12 August, they met to discuss current topics, as they 
do every Thursday, the eve of the Muslim holy day. After 
evening prayers, a sparse audience listened as a wrap-up 
of the news was read aloud, the facts distorted to suit 
their views o1 themselves. 


For example, they said that Swiss missionaries com- 
pletely fluent in Arabic were secretly in control of the 
charitable organization Caritas in Alexandria and that 
“crusading soldiers in Somalia were raping women and 
killing the young and old.” Because foreign journalists 
were present, the sermon that normally would have 
followed was canceled. To the very young men in aiten- 
dance, the themes of the discussion were proof of the 
Western world’s hatred for Muslims, a strong rallying 
point. But the real problem lies elsewhere, in the region’s 
economic difficulties. 


“It was not until tourists became targets that people here 
learned how much tourism represents in revenues for 
Egypt: 3 billion dollars. Now more than ever they are 
asking where that money goes and why they never see a 
penny of it,” exclaims Gamal Osman Ismail. “The 
government launched a program to encourage people to 
read. But good God! Don’t give them books when they 
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don’t even have shoes! When a farmer sells the mat he 
sleeps on in order to send his son to school so that he can 
find a decent job, and ends up sleeping on the floor with 
his educated but jobless son, what do you expect him to 
do?” 


It is hatred of the government that fueled the extremism 
and the same hatred fuels sympathy for the extremists 
who, aside from their ready willingness to use intimida- 
tion, provide material aid to some of those who need it. 


In many villages, appalling poverty is very often a way of 
life, for Muslims and Christians alike. A family and the 
livestock they own live in a room measuring only 30 
square meters. If the head of household happens to be a 
camel driver, it is the camel that occupies the prime 
location. Although public schooling is free, some fami- 
lies do not send their children to school because they 
cannot afford decent clothes for them or even soap, 
much less the registration fee and school supplies. Dirty 
and ragged, oblivious to the flies that besiege them, the 
children roam the streets. Indiscriminately and without 
it being clear in their minds, people lay the blame for this 
on development projects, some or all local potentates, 
the legal system, and so on and so forth. 


It is easy to say that such conditions are not new and that 
Egypt should not be judged by the standards of Western 
societies. It is also easy to point out, as some do, that the 
extremists have taken hold in villages where important 
families used to have influence until they were under- 
mined by Gamal Abdel Nasser and in towns were such 
notables were absent. 


It is convenient to dredge up the old myths of a foreign 
plot, to state that the Muslim extremists “have been 
abused, some of them unwittingly, by the American and 
Israeli intelligence agencies.”’ The fact of the matter is 
that economic underdevelopment offers fertile ground to 
all those who would seek to weaken tl 2 national govern- 
ment in the name of one cause or another 


Desertification-Monitoring Satellite Begins 
Operation 
93P50279Z Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 11 Aug 93 p 2 


[Text] Dr. Ibrahim Hamidah, vice president of the 
Desert Research Center, has announced that the first 
satellite station specializing in monitoring signs of deser- 
tification is up and running. It provides geological infor- 
mation on the existence of ground water, oil, natural gas, 
and other mineral resources in an area reaching 3,200 
square meters around the city of Cairo. Dr. Hamidah 
confirmed that the cost of the new operational station, 
financed by the World Bank, amounts to 55 million 
pounds. The station has a second phase, to be imple- 
mented during the current five-year plan with French 
financing of six million pounds, which aims at producing 
space charts to pinpoin’ wind current movements, wind 
speed, and changes in sand dunes and the earth’s tem- 
perature. As for the photographs and charts of geological 
formations provided by the station, they reflect what is 
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underground, regions where oil and natura! gas are 
expected to be found, and the possible existence of 
ground water, which is greatly required by companies 
working in areas of research and excavation—while 
providing a base of Egyptian geological information. 


Dr. Hamidah also mentioned that the photographs and 
charts obtained by the station will aid in monitoring 
temperature around the epicenter of any earthquake 
occurring in Egypt. An earth surface temperature watch 
aims at observing changes until normalcy is achieved, 
and is something which helps in possibly forecasting 
earthquake aftermath. 


ISRAEL 


Import of Right-Wing Demonstration in Tel Aviv 


934A0144D Tel Aviv HA'OLAM HAZE in Hebrew 
11 aUG 93 pp 26-27 


[Article by Rotblit: “With Their Backs to the Sea”; first 
paragraph is HA’OLAM HAZE introduction] 


[Text] The Charles Clore garden, the boardwalk, Tel 
Aviv. A rightist demonstration with two left feet. The 
messianic fervor is gone. It is not the footsteps of 
redemption we hear, but the footsteps of impending 
disaster. 


It is hot and muggy today on the coast, and the sea ts 
rough. Red flags are fluttering over the first-aid stations, 
and waves are breaking on the bathing beaches, where a 
motor boat is floating offshore carrying a giant sign 
proclaiming a “nonstop protest.” 


The city’s beaches are not usually crowded at this 
noonday hour—perhaps the water on the Turkish coast 
is bluer, or people are not as excited about exposing 
themselves to ultraviolet rays as they used to be, or 
maybe it is just because at this season, the tendency is 
more towards doing their swimming after dark—but at 
the Charles Clore garden, there are plenty of people and 
plenty of noise today. With hammers banging, power 
drills whirring, and curtains being stretched, tents, 
booths, and stalls are going up all over the garden, and 
national flags by the dozen are waving in the wind. The 
last Zionist happening. The rightist bloc has descended 
on Tel Aviv in the hope of finding some support for the 
“Whole Land of Israel” movement here in this materi- 
alistic metropolis. 


The opening presentation was staged earlier, at the port 
of Jaffa: Several dozen settlers from Beyt El and Kedu- 
mim, men, women, and children, are gathered in little 
groups on the pier, each carrying a package containing a 
costume brought from home. They have one eye on the 
sea to see whether their boats are coming in, and the 
other on the line of shade the rusty warehouses have 
been casting until now, and i getting smaller and smaller 
until the sun is finally licking the entire pier with its 
sweltering rays. The organizers picked a terrible time. 
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The mood is not especially high. “A lot of people,” one 
of the settlers groans in my ear, “are ready to send us to 
the devil, as though we were their problem.” “*As though 
without us, they would have peace and quiet,”’ she says, 
squeezing into the shade. 


A thin man with a black beard and sharp face calls out, 
“Do not get dressed yet. Not yet!”’ as he clack-clacks back 
and forth over the pier in his wet sandals. Z’ev Sharon is 
his name. “Rabbi Sharon,”’ someone says. 


“Who is the producer? Who is the director? What is all 
this chaos on the set? Where are the costume specialists? 
Why its the lighting not ready?” I ask him as he goes by 
with the script under his arm, and he looks at me for a 
minute, and promises, “It will be all right.”” Some 
cameras are being pushed to and fro, to document what 
is happening, but the heavy media equipment will also 
be arriving by sea in a little while, on two boats that will 
be accompanying the fictional “Boats of Return”’ that 
can seen now approaching the harbor. “Get dressed, get 
dressed,” the skinny Sharon shouts, and his people begin 
to put on their costumes. Over the blue and white ritual 
garments go galabiahs, and kefiahs cover the knitted 
skullcaps. The women slip on flowered dresses. Now the 
sun is less troublesome, and the joy are great, as though 
spring has arrived. “Oh my gosh, how you look!” my 
settler from Beyt El absolutely melts when she sees her 
neighbor in costume, looking now exactly like a real 
neighborhood woman. They take pictures of each other 
for keepsakes, but meanwhile, the ““Saba’ba,”’ the tourist 
cruiser that has returned frum its trip along the Tel Aviv 
coast carrying summer campers, lets off a group of young 
campers from Lubavitch, as well as a few real neighbor 
women. Arab women well-wrapped to their necks look 
with astonishment at the women posing as Arabs on the 
shore. The policemen and detectives hanging around on 
the other side of the fence jump up for a moment to get 
between them, as though who knows what could happen 
here in this sweltering heat, though nothing really does 
happen, except that the little “First Boat of Return” is 
already entering the harbor, with several people dis- 
guised as Arabs shouting and waving their hands from its 
deck, and behind it sails the large boat, with posters 
saying things like “Gaza First,” “Our Jerusalem” and 
“Palestine the Great, all over it, and with PLO banners 
flying all around it. Dozens of people disguised as Arabs 
are waving, calling out, and singing on the deck. The 
press corps boats are also arriving, and the media cam- 
eras are rushed into place to their places to capture 
through the lens the people coming off the boat, suppos- 
edly returning to their homeland, and the crowd of 
people welcoming them, holding up big welcome signs in 
Arabic, singing and cheering and shouting. They take 
pictures of that fellow throwing himself on the ground 
and kissing the pier as long as the cameramen want him 
to, and raising his hands to praise Aliah again and again, 
and they also photograph the welcoming committee and 
the speaker’s podium, where a mustached individual is 
shouting: "Oskot, Oskot,“* and a woman is shouting 
blessings and words of praise in Arabic. 
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“We are putting on plays!”’ a cute little girl calls out 
happily to me. She is holding—a welcome sign in Arabic 
in her little hands. This little tot is from Beyt El. She is 
not in school yet, just kindergarten, she tells me. In a 
little while, Elhanan the sailor is going to take her and 
some of the other children for a walk to the edge of the 
beach and back. That will be fun. “We are putting on 
plays,” she calls out happily to me, clearly having a 
wonderful time. For a few minutes it really seems as 
though some people from the settlements are here for a 
vacation on the beach. And while they are here, they are 
putting on plays. Who are these plays good for, | wonder 
to myself: is it for the 30 seconds they will get on TV? 
Does the producer think that these productions will 
bring him political box office? It also seems a little 
strange to me, how it is that every one of these tzitzit- 
wearing settlers also has a set of alternate costumes at 
home, and I also felt that this desire, to sometimes just 
play someone else’s role, is worthy deeper examination, 
but for now, the settlers disguised as Arabs are still 
singing songs from the best of the Palestinian nationalist 
repertoire with their broken accents, until the cameras 
are satisfied, and the celebrants are tired from this joy 
that is not theirs and does not exist, and the policemen 
begin to lose their patience. ““A PLO flag on a police 
force boat?” one officer grumbles angrily to his partner: 
“That is completely outrageous!”’ and the other one runs 
up and climbs onto the “Ship of Returnees” to confiscate 
the PLO banners waving over it, that is, taking the only 
real artifact in the show, and also to detain and properly 
interrogate those responsible for the imaginary crime. 
The “returnees” get into buses, and everyone rides over 
to the Charles Clore garden. 


This would not have happened in James Baker's days. 
When the father of the “new world order’ was coming in 
and out of Jerusalem, he always had to dodge around 
crowds of shouting rightist protesters. Something has 
happened if, when Warren Christopher has been coming 
through, he has not been running into the slightest sign of 
a demonstrator. Something is happening there, on the 
right. They claim they have all been busy organizing the 
real thing, the event at the Charles Clore garden, but the 
feeling is coming over me little by little, that there is a 
real rupture going on here. 


In any case, the Charles Clore garden is adorned with 
tents and flags and stalls. A giant ‘Arafat doll, the 
handiwork of Mikha’el Netzer, hangs from a crane and 
welcomes the arrivals. The placard across his chest 
promises “Shalom,” but with skulls cradled in his arms, 
and daggers and hand grenades in his belt, he is a perfect 
evil Haman from the Purim story. 


The stalls are piled high. There are political stalls, where 
the Likud, Tsomet, and Beytar, and others offer their 
political philosophy. There are Habad stalls with tidings 
of the coming of the Messiah; Cahane’s view of Judaism 
is represented by a stall with books of his teachings; an 
organization of victims of terror suggests joining its 
ranks; there is also the headquarters for the struggle to 
abolish the autonomy plan; and the headquarters of the 
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struggle to prevent withdrawal from the Golan, etc. But 
there is also a kind of wind of defeat blowing in the air. 


I see Rabbi Levinger passing by the stall whose proceeds 
are dedicated to the rebuilding of Hebron and its 
yeshivas. He is not armed this time, which makes a nice 
change in his appearance, and he is also not surrounded 
by admirers; and his face is angry. ““Borukh Hashem, 
borukh Hashem [Thank God, Thank God],” he mum- 
bles to me and hurries on. Beni Katzover is also no 
longer surrounded by admirers, but he is actually satis- 
fied. “Listen, for the first day, this is fine, even excel- 
lent,” he encourages himself by saying it to me. “In the 
Rose Garden where the happening was held last year, ” 
he remembers, “there were not too many in the begin- 
ning, and here—Borukh Hashem, borukh Hashem.” He 
gestures with his hand toward the crowd. The crowd is a 
mixture of adult settlers, very old people, and many, 
many young people. They have come from all over Judah 
and Samaria, and the Gaza strip is also well-represented. 
It is precisely the Golan, from which the happening was 
Organized to prevent withdrawal that is not fully repre- 
sented. The absence of the kibbutzim, and of anyone 
from Katzrin stands out. Here and there, products from 
the settlements are on sale, spoil-resistant Tnuva milk 
from the Golan, pickled olives, and the like, very little. 
There is much more agriculture in the Golan than 
this—this sampling is quite poor. So are the samples of 
the fruits of the labor of the Judah, Samaria, and Gaza 
settlements. Very little is agricultural produce, most of it 
is made up of religious objects of various kinds, and if 
this is what they have produced over the year, it is not 
very much. You do not see, of course, farmers with 
sunburned necks or faces with deep lines. The men in the 
Judah and Samaria settlements wear white shirts; the 
women wear kerchiefs; and these hands are not gnarled 
from hard work on the soil. 


Hanan Porat is giving a lesson in the main tent. A 
fair-sized crowd is gathered around him, young men and 
women, as well as quite a few older ones, listening to his 
words. Afterwards, passing through some of the tents, I 
hear a settler about 40 years old expressing her feelings to 
the others. “To listen to Hanan,” she says, “‘is really to 
reach the higher worlds. It gives you so much strength!” 
He spoke for an hour and a half about the teachings of 
the Rav, and about the people of Israel. The Rav is Rav 
[Rabbi] Cook, may he rest in peace, the movement's 
spiritual father. And Hanan, a fast and fluent speaker, 
begins with the Moses our teacher’s verse: “The Lord is 
great, mighty and awe inspiring,” and goes on to the 
Talmud, where it wonders how it is that Jeremiah and 
Daniel said only “the Lord is great and mighty,” as 
though they were asking where his greatness had gone. In 
a light-blue, short-sleeved shirt, one arm waving up and 
down in the air with fist clenched to emphasize his 
words, and books under his other arm, Hanan speaks 
softly, calmly, only becoming excited near the end, after 
he has read the verse from Moses, and also read some 
Alterman (Alterman!) for support. And then the pain 
bursts out and not only the members of the leftist 
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government, who know nothing about the wonders of the 
Lord, but also those who should know, such as Rabbi 
Ovadya Yosef and the members of Shas [Torah 
Observing Sephardim], Rabbi ‘Ami’el , Rabbi Lichten- 
stein and others; those who speak calmly of the possi- 
bility of dismantling settlements; those who could be 
expected to know and see, but whose eyes are sealed to 
the holy process that is so obvious. It is as though they 
were slapping the Holy One, blessed be He, in the face 
with their words, it is as though they were saying to our 
mother Rachel, “Cry bitter tears for another 2,000 
years.” 


He has it, Hanan Porat, or perhaps it is more accurate to 
say that he still has some of it. Of the still attractive, 
charismatic face; of the fervor and the speaking talent, 
but under the light-blue shirt is the first hint of an NRP 
[National Religious Party] paunch. One fist is still cut- 
ting the air, but the shoulder is hunched over the other 
arm, which grasps his books as though asking them for 
consolation, and his blazing eyes have also dimmed a 
little from sadness and exhaustion. 


You no longer hear or see the messianic fervor of the 
joyous days of Sebastia. They are not the same people 
they were then, when they felt they were bringing the 
redemption nearer and speeding the footsteps of the 
Messiah with their deeds. Today this is a pretty downcast 
and worried group, no longer forcing the hand of heaven, 
just hoping for a miracle. It is not the footsteps of the 
redemption that you hear, but the footsteps of 
impending disaster. 


“With their backs to the sea. That is the headline this 
needs,” a colleague jotting his impressions of the 
weekend down in a notebook says to me, and looks out at 
the waves breaking on the rocks opposite the line of 
stalls. That really is the headline that fits. 


I have never been a great supporter of Gush Emunim or 
the settlements, but at this hour, their hardest hour, I am 
not one of those who are rejoicing over what is hap- 
pening to them. If and when communities come down 
from the Golan, if and when settlements in Judah and 
Samaria are dismantled, it will not be anyone’s finest 
hour. The earthquake will shake the whole country, and 
we will have to find the strength to repair the crack 
together, if we can. 


And in the meantime, evening is falling over the Charles 
Clore garden. Here and there, people are organizing rides 
home. They will be back tomorrow. Others stream 
toward the central stage, where the “Pirhei Yerusha- 
layim” group is singing songs about the Messiah's 
coming and the redemption, accompanied by a recorded 
orchestra. After that, Gabi Berlin will lead a sing-along of 
songs of love for the land of Israel. Tomorrow, Doron 
Mayer and his orchestra will play. There was also sup- 
posed to be a folklore show to attract greater crowds, but 
they did not come. Yehoram Gaon will be singing on 
closing night, though. 
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In addition to that, and the informational videos and 
classes on religion and politics, there is also to be a 
torchlight parade along the boardwalk, a big demonstra- 
tion opposite the nearby American Embassy, and 
another demonstration outside the homes of the prime 
minister and foreign minister, to let them know just how 
much of a mandate they have. 


“We will have a good time,” the organizers promise, the 
way Organizers always promise, even if Tel Aviv does 
seem pretty indifferent so far to the last Zionist hap- 
pening here on its beach. A few couples who happened to 
be strolling by and ran into the event by accident, are 
wandering around in the crowd. Some fellow with ear- 
phones plugged into his ears is doing his jogging right 
through the people praying the evening prayer’; and the 
waves are still breaking on the shore, the tall office 
buildings opposite the park are dark and silent, and the 
people driving by on the road seem to be looking for 
other places to have a good time. 


““Drugged by the TV,”grumbles one Tel Avivian, who 
actually has come with his mother, who already has a 
rash from watching Rabin and wanted to get some fresh 
air, “People are just indifferent,” he says, “They will 
agree to pay anything if you will just give them credit for 
a couple of months.” 


“This is just the first night, and for a first night it is very 
good,” settler Beni Katzover consoles: “God willing, it 
will be fine.” 


Maybe he is right, and over the next days, the event will 
gather more steam. I am still doubtful and my own 
estimation is that there is a crisis, a deep crisis. 


I look at these young men with their knitted skullcaps 
and fringes dangling from beneath their white shirts, and 
at the young women with their long dresses and collars 
buttoned to the neck, and compare them with the 
thousands who filled the grassy shore of Lake Tiberias 
two or three days ago, during the nights of love of the 
15th of Av. You think about the difference between that 
sex-mad generation and this repressed one, the depth of 
the chasm between the poverty of the one and the 
poverty of the other, and also remember the young 
people that you do not see in the grass or in the Charles 
Clore garden: the lovers of Middle Eastern Jewish music, 
whose poverty no one from any of the camps has found 
a way to speak to. 


There is a crisis. The Gush Emunim leadership has lost 
the spark, and it seems as though instead of leading, they 
are hoping for a miracle to come from heaven. The 
political leadership on the right seems to still be in shock. 
It still cannot get used to being cut off from the doors of 
power, and still does not understand that it will not rise 
again as long as it continues to beat the “We have 
sinned” prayer on the chest of others, instead of looking 
the public in the eye and saying, “‘we have sinned, we 
have strayed, we will correct our ways.” 
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And we may as well face it—time is not on their side. 
Rabin is strong in the saddle, and the first agreements 
with the Syrians and Palestinians are apparently close to 
being signed, and, it is strange, I think to myself, that 
precisely now, when we have a leftist government with 
<y feet so rightist, the right has a leadership with two 
left feet. 


The left is dead. That was declared months ago. But is 
the right still alive? 


Pinhasi, Knesset, Falsehood, Hyprocrisy, Noah 


934A0144A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 13 Aug 93 p 11 


{Commentary by Didi Manosi: “Forever Immune”; 
punctuation as published] 


[Text] Like old Cato in glorious Rome, who all his eighty 
years warned about one thing (according to the saga), 
and every speech he made, no matter what the subject, 
he ended with the warning: “And besides, we have to 
destroy Carthage.” 


“If not, (our old man added) in the end, Carthage will 
destroy us!” 


Like him, I too, return to Rav Pinhasi despite the fact 
that silence has reigned around him for a week already, 
and Der’i—leader of Shas'’s [Torah Observing 
Sephardim] battle, will he pay any attention to what 
awaits him in the future? 


Then if you ask, my child, “How can it possibly be that 
deputy minister Pinhasi sits immune from prosecution 
in the distinguished Knesset?” Or put in another way: Is 
he an aristocrat and raised above the rest of the nation, 
above all the congregation? 


This answer will I give you: “Though falsehood has no 
legs, on his belly he will crawl in safety, and crawl far, 
and no one is more talented than he at throwing scnd in 
others’ eyes and transforming every statute into mockery 
and mirth.” 


And if you keep on asking, and do not let me rest: 
“Falsehood—how was it created? And by what right does 
it live?” Then, this is the story...how into Noah's ark, 
along with the other animals, falsehood slithered in. 


On the flood’s verge, when they knew already that it was 
going to come, Mr. Noah put up a poster, and on it was 
this good news: 


“Everything that crawls, every bird and mammal 
according to its kind, male and female both, into the ark, 
all come.” 


And then they all arrived: male and female rhinos, camel 
and she-camel, too. The stag and the doe, lion with his 
lioness, giraffe and his mate, too. A pair of crows, as well, 
and grasshoppers, two. 
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Two by two they lined up, came in, each in turn, for the 
torrents of the flood with such great force poured down. 
in their awesome power, every crawling thing came in, 
every bird and every mammal, according to its kind, 
from the tiniest lizard to the enormous elephant. 


And among them, my child, falsehood also elbowed 
in...but Noah, who was standing punching tickets, took 
him aside, and said, quietly to him: “Only with a mate, 
my friend, does anyone enter here!” 


Falsehood went on back, and Noah stood there thinking: 
I have rid us of the plagy *! His luck is up, he’s done! But 
at the very end, falsehood was there again, And his 
perfect bride—hypocrisy—stood there by his side. 


And poor old Noah, a saint indeed, but oh, so innocent— 
was forced to take them too. 


So, if you ask, my child: “How is that I see deputy 
minister Pinhasi sitting there immune from prosecution 
in our honored Knesset?” Or to put it this way: “Is he a 
nobleman, exalted above the rest of all people of our 
nation? Of all the congregation?” 


I will answer you: At least there is the consolation, that 
falsehood cannot lead astray everyone, forever. Still, 
with hypocrisy’s help (that is, of the Knesset members), 
falsehood will remain here, our heritage forever. 


‘Unauthorized E!ements’ Helping Falash Mura 


93A4A0132B Tel Aviv HA’'ARETZ in Hebrew 14 Jul 93 
p B3 


[Article by L. Galili: “Any Commotion Could Bring 
About Their Ruin’’} 


[Text] The Falash Mura refugees in Addis Ababa, who 
are being exposed to disease and starvation, and others 
living in Gondar, are waiting to see what the day brings. 
They no longer care if the Israelis who brought them there 
are “irresponsible elements,” or what the opinion of 
“these elements” is regarding the government of Israel. 


Often, an indignant announcement like the one that the 
secretary of the government, Elyaqim Rubinstein, read 
this week, is issued from the government meeting. It 
seems that somebody restrained himself from even 
rasher wording—a surprising fact in itself—for the gov- 
ernment has already dealt with more problematic topics 
than the discussion over ‘‘a group of 700 people, prima- 
rily from the Quwara region to the Gondar region of 
Ethiopia, after irresponsible elements circulated among 
its confident members the falsehood that they would be 
able to immigrate to Israel.” 


Although, in the government announcement, the explicit 
nam: of those “irresponsible elements who would bear 
responsibility for the fate of these 700 people”’ was not 
mentioned, Yehuda ‘Etzion hastened to respond con- 
cerning the From the Southern Corner to Zion Alliance 
[as published]. He denied any involvement of the alli- 
ance in the journey of the Quwara residents, and even 
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attacked the government and the Jewish agency with 
rash words over their treatment of those that they term 
“Falash Mura,” and, in his eyes, they are Jews who 
deserve to immigrate to Israel. As in other cases in the 
past, this time, too, he blamed the government and the 
Jewish agency for discrimination and cruel treatmen 
that is endangering the lives of the remaining survivors 
in Ethiopia. 


It is easy to understand what so angered the members of 
government in this story. Deep down, they feared (as one 
of the ministers said), that they are again manipulating 
the guilt feeling of the white man about black men. On 
the state level, the government ministers feel like ones 
upon whom pressure has been exerted, the purpose of 
which is to create facts in the field that will place them in 
a situation of no choice. On the political level, the action 
of elements, such as that of Yehuda ‘Etziyon, is liable to 
cause problems in the relations between Israel and the 
new Ethiopian Government—relations founded on a 
delicate balance, with everything connected to bringing 
out the Falash Mura, as well. 


The Ethiopian authorities have not forgotten the lessons 
from Operation Moses, in which they felt tricked, and 
the memories of Operation Solomon. which was 
arranged with a authority hated by them. Any Israeli 
intervention in the matter of the Falash Mura, who are 
acknowledged as Christians and Ethiopian citizens in 
every way, is perceived by them as intervention in the 
internal matters of their land. In face of Islam's hold 
there, the Christian church is also not happy about losing 
a section of its human assets. 


The continued hostility between the government and the 
Jewish agency and the From the Southern Corner to 
Zion Alliance also has a personal view, because of the 
past of the central activist in the alliance, Yehuda 
*Etziyon, in the Jewish underground. The alliance’s 
offices operate even now from the offices of the Judaea, 
Samaria, and Gaza (YESHA) council, a fact that makes 
the alliance suspected of political intentions. 


The alliance has already worked for a considerable 
amount of time for the collective immigration of approx- 
imately 30,000 members of the Falash Mura: From the 
computers, Semitic lists; they are sending emissaries to 
Ethiopia, and they are trying to enlist the media. The 
reactions of the alliance to the decisions of the ministers’ 
committee in the matter of the Falash Mura were much 
harsher than those of the community, itself. To its credit, 
it should be said that, with the same fervor with which 
*Etziyon asked, at the time, to eradicate the mosques 
from the Temple Mount, the alliance succeeded in 
mobilizing foreign bodies and personalities to its ide- 
ology on the issue, on a humanitarian basis. “Their 
motives are political,” they say in the government and 
Jewish agency. “They want the Ethiopians as a political 
force.” 


Except that things are not so simple. The immigrants 
from Ethiopia are not rushing to the territories, and their 
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numbers there are negligible. Even bringing all of the 
Falash Mura to Israel would contribute perhaps one 
mandate to the right. "Etziyon’s motives are not on this 
level, but, rather, they are part of a complete messianic 
perception, which is the line connecting between his 
actions in the past and his actions now. “The wholeness 
of the land and the wholeness of the people are, in my 
eyes, one piece of work,” he said in the past to 
HA’ARETZ. “If this is messianic, then my motives are 
messianic.” 


"Etzion is no longer alone in this field. Around the 
alliance, a group called “The Public Committee for the 
Falash Mura” has organized. Resigned judge Hayim 
Kohen granted ideological support to the committee as 
part of his continued struggle with the chief rabbinate 
over the definition of “who is Jewish.” The parties 
fighting for human rights, such as the SHATIL [expan- 
sion not given] organization, have also been mobilized 
for the struggle. 


Often, the official parties in Israel dealing with the issue 
are represented as a group of racists who are rejecting the 
Falash Mura because of the color of their skin. “I have 
no feelings of guilt in anything related to the treatment of 
the community,” Immigrant Absorption Minister Ya‘ir 
Tzaban said this week. “I will always be proud of what 
we are doing with them, and we will do even more for the 
glory of the State of Israel.” He related that a black 
American congressman who visited Israel two weeks ago 
blessed him for the precedent that was created here and 
said that “this is the first time that a white man went to 
Africa to bring out a black man, not for slavery, but for 
liberation.” 


Tzaban explains the open aggression to the government's 
announcement this way: “Their methods are known—to 
force their will upon us at all costs, even at the cost of 
human lives there. And, after all, that which there is 
between them (the people in ‘Etziyon’s group, LAG 
[expansion not given] and the truth, we have already 
seen in the past.” 


It is difficult to know what the truth is in this matter. The 
strangeness of the Ethiopian culture and its various 
leaders make it difficult not only for the definition of 
who is a Jew and who is a Christian. Also, thousands of 
codes of ritual and behavior, completely foreign to us, 
and different interests, which often produce false evi- 
dence, upon which the classification relies, complicate 
the picture. It is difficult for a member of Western 
culture to understand the meaning of the expression 
“they ate meat with the goyim,” which is often the main 
backing to prove christianization. Among the 130 mem- 
bers of the Falash Mura for whom the Ministry of the 
Interior has already authorized their right to immigrate 
to Israel on the basis of family unity, for example, there 
is a large group of those entitled to immigrate in accor- 
dance with the Law of Return. That is, they are Jews, 
even though they were rejected in the past by the Israeli 
authorities. 
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But, the Israeli view of the matter is marginal in relation 
to things happening in Ethiopia. Many starving people 
are ready to wager anything in an attempt to get out of 
there to Israel. Any irresponsible encouragement is likely 
to motivate them to leave their land and become refu- 
gees whose lives are at risk. Taking control over land is 
part of the Ethiopian culture. Any commotion sur- 
rounding the Falash Mura encourages their Christian 
neighbors in saying “Go to your brothers in Israel,” and 
is likely to result in the loss of land, which is the source 
of existence. 


To date, there are two versions for the reason that 
motivated 700 Quwara residents to leave their land and 
migrate to Gondar, where they now live, lacking every- 
thing, in the height of the rainy season, and it is doubtful 
if they will be able to return to their places. 


The government's version, as stated, is that they received 
encouragement from those same “irresponsible elements 
in Israel.” Preliminary checks have found that some of 
them lied, but one family has, indeed, been found 
eligible to immigrate to Israel in accordance with the 
Law of Return. Another version is presented by attorney 
Mikha’el Korinledi, who has been conducting legal dis- 
putes in the name of Ethiopian immigrants for years. 
Based on the official report by Rabbi Menahem 
Waldman of the chief rabbinate, Korinledi describes the 
dire straits of the roughly 200 Jews remaining in 
Quwara. “The people are suffering from their Christian 
neighbors, and there have been cases of murder and 
kidnaping of young women. Their neighbors demand 
that they leave the place and join the Jews who will 
immigrate to Israel. There are about 200 people who are 
entirely Jewish, who have been authorized to immigrate, 
and have remained to deferd their brothers. The immi- 
gration of those authorized to immigrate, by themselves, 
would leave the others in danger of their lives. We must 
act quickly to bring those remaining to Israel as Jews,” it 
was written in the report. Korinledi claims that the 
situation described in the report is sufficient to compel 
people to leave Quwara for Gondar, even without prov- 
ocation by “irresponsible elements.” 


Recently, knowledge of an additional group of 250 
people making their way from Quwara to Gondar has 
reached Israel, a three-week walking distance in a region 
not approachable by vehicle. The Ethiopian authorities 
are now burdened with the care of refugees who are 
asking to return to the country, primarily from Sudan, 
and they have already announced that they will not grant 
care to internal refugees. 


Three thousand refugees in Addis Ababa, who are 
exposed to illness, AIDS, and hunger, and 1,000 people 
in Gondar, are waiting to see what the day brings. It no 
longer matters to them if irresponsible elements were 
working behind the scenes and what the opinion of 
“these elements” is of the actions of the government of 
Israel. 
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Up until now, passports have been given only to 10 to 20 
people, and they have not yet reached Israel, either. 
Indeed, things also depend, to a great extent, on the 
actions of the authorities in Ethiopia, but they can 
probably be pressed very little. Only a final closure of the 
subject can stop the rolling snowball. 


Budget Priorities: Tax Reform, Absorption Levy 
934A0142D Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 6 Aug 93 p 37 


[Article by Nahma Do’aq] 


[Text] Judging by the proposal offered by Finance Min- 
ister Avraham Shohat, there was no big news in the 
special government session called to discuss the order of 
priorities in next year’s budget. The one noteworthy 
point might have been the decision to reduce the tax 
burden—beginning | January—on wage earners making 
4,000 to 11,000 shekels gross per month and to increase 
their net income by 40 to 120 shekels per month. 


The tax reform—which will last two years, ending with a 
net increase in this segment of the population of 100 to 
230 shekels per months—was made possible after the 
government decided to cancel the absorption levy. The 
full significance of this deletion will not be felt during the 
current year but will be spread out over the two-year 
period. In other words, elimination of the absorption 
levy will be accompanied by changes in the tax rate 
structure; to all intents and purposes, it appears that the 
marginal tax rate will rise to 50 percent. While cancella- 
tion of the absorption levy in its entirety would have put 
800 million shekels in the taxpayers’ pockets, they will 
now receive only an additional 400 million shekels. 


The tax reform will also grant an additional privilege to 
women employed in their husbands’ businesses; the 
ceiling for contributions to nonprofit organizations will 
be raised to 250,000 shekels per year; and the collection 
basis for national insurance for the self-employed will be 
made equal to that for wage earners. 


A senior source at the Treasury reported yesterday that 
the Ministry intends to present the government with a 
series of cuts in various government departments, 
amounting to 200-250 million shekels. The budget 
department is going over the details of the proposed cuts. 
Among other things, cuts will be sought in transfer 
payments and in the budget for the Ministry of the 
Interior. 


The government has accepted Shohat’s proposed budget. 
It includes a Treasury proposal to allocate 1.45 billion 
shekels to promote national objectives. 


Immigration predictions will be revised to 100,000 
expected immigrants instead of 120,000. Government 
departments will be budgeted for 80,000 immigrants, 
with a reserve of 250 million shekels for absorbing an 
additional 20,000 if they come. A new estimate will be 
made in May 1994 and, if the immigration forecast is 
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lower, the reserve will be released for use by the govern- 
ment’s various departments. 


Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin complained that Amer- 
ican loan guarantees have not been put to sufficient use. 
“We have to sit down with outside budgetary bodies, 
such as Bezeq, the Electric Corporation, the Ports 
Authority and others, and speed up execution of vital 
projects through use of the guarantees,” he said. Rabin 
added that public works projects will continue at the 
1993 level. 


Ministers Ya‘ir Tzaban, Ora Namir, and Me’ir Shitrit 
voted against the Treasury's budget proposal. Yisra’el 
Qeysar abstained. “I'm looking not at the three ministers 
who were against it but at the 13 who supported it,” said 
the Finance Minister at the end of the session. “I 
received full backing to continue and to prepare the 
budget.” 


The opposition said that they had voted against it 
because the proposal was presented as a single piece and 
they would have sought to offer an amendment. Minister 
Tzaban said that the Treasury proposal to designate only 
1.45 billion shekels for promoting national objectives 
was inadequate for the purpose. He also demanded that 
the budget include—each year—two to three concrete 
measures for closing the gap in Israeli society. 


Minister Shim’on Peres sought to boost the budget for 
the Ministry of Tourism, even at the expense of cuts in 
other government ministries. All the ministers exp “essed 
support for increasing the budget of the Mini: ‘ty of 
Tourism, which provides immediate returns. Tc arism 
Minister "Uzi Bar’am is seeking to double his budget to 
700 million shekels. 


Economics Minister Shim’on Shetrit stated yesterday 
that the budget provides sufficient investment in educa- 
tion and takes the right direction in infrastructure, but 
that it needs more for creating jobs and reducing unem- 
ployment. 


The Governor of the Bank of Israel, Prof. Ya'aqov 
Frankel, who is serving as the government’s economic 
adviser, said that “I'm very pleased by two aspects of the 
government's decision: abolition of the absorption levy 
and the tax reform to be instituted over the course of two 
years. | would have preferred a more significant change 
in the order of priorities. I also would have liked shifting 
more resources to infrastructure, education and tourism 
and a more significant reduction in the tax burden, to 
take the place of an increase in the defense budget, 
although I’m not expressing an opinion on this issue 
since I lack the necessary expertise.” 


Hayim Ramon, the Health Minister, supported the 
budget but left the session less than entirely happy. 
“We're missing the boat on tax reform. What we needed 
to do was adopt the conclusions of the supreme tax 
commission, including ur.ireezing the capital market and 
cutting taxes on the middle class. The situation today is 
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that taxes on the capital market are a paradise for 
investors while taxes on work are hell.” 


The Finance Minister has made clear that after the 
government approved the budgetary framework 
including the targets for a scale of priorities— 
immigration absorption, infrastructure, education and 
tourism—it will now consult its various ministries to 
establish the ceiling for the budgets. After completion of 
the budget, it will be brought for government ratification 
and then submitted to the Knesset. 


This is the first time that the government has held such 
detailed discussions on the national budget, including 
the subject of setting a nationai order of priorities. In the 
past, the Treasury was accustomed to preparing every- 
thing and then bringing it as one piece to the government 
which, under the pressure of time, would accept the 
budget subject to only a few minor adjustments. 


[Box, p 37—article by Dov Ganhovsky} 


An Order of Priorities or of Preferences—No Change 


The government decided yesterday on “priorities” in the 
budget, a euphemism for the “national scale of prefer- 
ences” that it promised a year ago, but the test of a 
budget lies not in its verbal definitions or even in its size. 
It will be tested, no matter how strange this sounds, by its 
promises. 


The government should announce that the budget will 
produce such and such levels of growth, and such and 
such rates of unemployment and unemployment, and 
such and such an improvement in the balance of pay- 
ments and such and such an increase in personal income. 
When these assertions are made, there is a criterion for 
measuring the performance of the budget and its contri- 
bution to achieving the promised objectives. But these 
things were not said. Because nothing is possible with 
nothing, we have a single old promise, the least impor- 
tant of all: inflation in 1994 will be 8 percent. Inflation is 
dangerous, but it is not exactly the economy’s greatest 
threat. 


The clearest proof of the government's inability to 
operate along declared objectives is the minireform in 
the income tax. Even that minor measure was spread out 
over two years. And why? Because there is no money. 
Because the government caved in and canceled the 
absorption levy on income taxes. This is a political game, 
pure and simple. No change has occurred in the order of 
priorities. That is why they say that immigration and 
education remain at the top of the order of priorities. 
What support for that is there on the street? 


The income boost for the middle classes resulting from 
abolition of the absorption levy and the minireform will 
marginally improve their standards of living. But anyone 
who wanted to advance real growth had to act on a larger 
scale. This “growth” is invisible in the budget framework 
that the government approved yesterday. 
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Galilee, Golan Economies After Lebanon 
Operation 


934A0142C Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 6 Aug 93 p 36 


[Article by Arye Qayzel] 


[Text] One day before Air Force planes began giving 
Operation Accountability to Hizballah and the villages 
of Lebanon, tourist officials in the north sat in a hotel in 
Metulla and batted around two slogans for an adver- 
tising campaign scheduled to hit the newspapers the 
same morning. They struggled between “Relaxation in 
the Galilee-An Explosion of a Vacation,” and “The 
Galilee-That’s my Trip.” 


By the end of the day, they had put the campaign on hold 
for a week, during the course of which the Galilee’s best 
week ever collapsed. Thousands of cancellations were 
recorded, hotel rooms remained unfilled, and invest- 
ments of millions of shekels failed to yield a penny. A 
real crash. 


On Saturday night, the campaign was taken off the shelf 
and this week, apparently as early as Thursday, the first 
jingles were heard on the radio, spoken by Eli Yisra’eli 
and Dori Ben-Ze’ev. The purpose—to draw the Israeli 
back north, to cajole him into dropping the idea of 
visiting Antaliya, Turkey or Papus, Cyprus. 


Before all the tension, the Katyushas and the killing, 
travel agents in the north could not recall such a good 
season. From May through the end of June, thousands of 
reservations poured in. Every guest house, room, hotel 
and camping site was fully booked. Despite abolition of 
the travel tax, reservations for the months of July and 
August rose 4 percent. Many bookings even came from 
abroad. 


All last year, two Galilee tourist associations—the upper 
and the western—prepared new sites and encouraged 
investors to sink millions. 


Mickey Nitzav, director of the Western Galilee Tourism 
Board, says that 850 rooms of the guest houses and 
hotels were fully booked—in Nahariya, Gesher HaZiv, 
Shovei-Tziyon, and Nes "Amim. 


“This was supposed to be a terrific year for tourism. Ten 
kibbutzim developed country lodgings and invested hun- 
dreds of thousands in renovations. The economic poten- 
tial of July and August was millions of shekels. Losses 
began to be felt even before the tension started. People 
canceled. Losses are huge.” 


He points out that restaurants, pubs and entertainment 
houses—which beneiit from tourism—have also been 
hit. “Every kind of active vacation, including mountain 
biking, horse riding and diving clubs—all these, and 
others, too—are weeping,” says Nitzav. “The Ahziv 
holiday village, for example, invested millions in 
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building 20 new wooden cabins from Holland, putting in 
a new bar and a Bedouin tent with local entertainment 
and color.” 


“At Metzuva, too, they invested hundreds of thousands. 
The cancellations have shut these businesses down. All 
that’s left is to tear up the reservations and cry over the 
grief and the money thrown out the window,” says 
Nitzav. 


The situation is the same in the Upper Galilee. “Our 
economic potential is 100 million shekels for all activi- 
ties,” says Moshe ‘Atiya, chairman of the Upper Galilee 
Tourism Board. “The summer season accounts for 30 
percent of our annual revenue. In some places, it’s 50 
percent from the season. We've been desp¢rately hurt.” 


“We have 420 rooms in four guest houses—Ayelet 
HaShahar, Kafr Gil’adi, HaGoshrim, and Kafr Blum. 
One hundred rooms in Metulla, 100 rooms in Metulla, 
4,000 beds in rooms on moshavim and kibbutzim. Six 
hundred beds in youth hostels. Twenty resorts closed up 
and thousands of cancellations—kayaks, rafting, jeep 
excursions, nature reserves, national parks, fine arts 
museums, the Canada Center. It’s a real heartache, and 
we're asking the Ministry of Tourism to compensate us.” 


On Friday, tourism officials in the north met with 
Tourism Minister "Uzi Bar’am. They stated their case to 
him and demanded compensation. They also requested a 
quick infusion of cash to cover losses and an effort by the 
minister to encourage the large labor unions to come 
north, buy vacation packages for the holidays and the 
months of September and October in order to reduce the 
damage. 


At the same time, it was decided to launch the new 
advertising campaign at once, at a cost of 250,000 
shekels—most of which will be paid for by the Ministry 
of Tourism. “Compensation for direct losses incurred 
during the bombardments won't be enough for us,” 
asserts ‘Atiya. “We also need compensation for the 
period of tension, when we were abandoned and left 
without reservations, just cancellations.” 


Mickey Nitzav of the Western Galilee Tourism Board is 
even sharper. “They have to give us compensation in 
full, shekel for shekel. There are investors here who 
staked themselves on a cash flow, and now they'll be on 
the ropes. They have to get advance payments right 
away. We’re demanding that the Ministry of Tourism 
help us with the advertising budget, buying lodgings in 
the Galilee, building tourist information offices and 
assistance for vacations.” 


Shay’a Segel, director of the public relations bureau, 
“Horizon Line”—which is behind the new advertising 
campaign—says that the campaign will concentrate on 
restoring the Israeli’s faith in the Galilee. 


“We'll talk about the new vacation land, with the widest 
possible range of attractions,’ says Segel. “We want to 
take advantage of August and make sure that the most 
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important and critical month—which has always been a 
success story for the Galilee—will continue to be the 
most attractive. We want "6 After the Operation™ to be 
a big attraction in the Galilee. We're turning to people 
and making clear to them that the confusion between the 
Upper Galilee and the valleys and the Golan has also 
been hard difficult. The ignorance of Israelis this year is 
just amazing. There have been cancellations in Tiberias 
and on the Golan. God, where were the Katyushas 
landing? And now, we're trying to convince Israelis to 
come to the Galilee, to a place whose price is relatively 
low but which has a lot of attractions.” 


People on the Golan never imagined in their worst 
nightmares that they would be harmed because of Katy- 
usha rockets in the Galilee. But the average Israeli, the 
past weeks have made clear, makes no distinction 
between the Galilee and the valleys (Tiberias and its 
environs) and the Golan. 


Moshe Soroga, chairman of the Golan Tourism Associ- 
ation, says that many cancellations have come in. “We 
usually have 5,000 hikers on Mount Hermon at this 
season. Last week, there was no one on the Hermon. 
We've felt a staggering drop. The five beaches we run on 
the Sea of Galilee were empty. The kayaks were empty, 
the jet skis [?] had no use. Although no Katyushas landed 
on us, the damage for us here is enormous. We're talking 
about damage of hundreds of thousands of shekels down 
the drain.” 


[Box, p 36—article by Shulamit Tena] 


The Kibbutzim Begin To Receive Reservations 


As of yesterday morning, reservations for approximately 
1,500 rooms—at 30 country inns and the five guest 
houses run by kibbutzim in the western and upper 
Galilee—began returning to normal levels. 


Uri Shapira, chairman of the “Kibbutz Hospitality” 
Organization, reports that the rapid restoration of 
domestic tourism to the north indicates that the public 
has confidence in the cease fire. 


There were no room reservations from abroad yesterday 
because Sunday there is not a business day. But Shapira 
estimates that foreign tourism will be hurt by Operation 
Accountability more than domestic tourism. Accord- 
ingly, “Kibbutz Hospitality” will give clear priority in 
the near future to “marketing” the Galilee abroad. All of 
the organization's funds will be directed from now on 
towards encouraging tourism in the Galilee. 


MOROCCO 


Assessment of Economic Growth; Future 
Prospects 

93A4F0783B Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 20 Aug 93 p 10 


[Article by Fouzia Tantani: “Economic Prospects”’] 
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{Excerpts} Credit Populaire de Maroc [People’s Credit of 
Morocco] has just come out with a new semiannual 
economic review. The first issue, titled “Economic Pros- 
pects,” is devoted to a detailed study of international 
and domestic economic conditions. [Passage omitted] 


After the growth experienced in 1991, the Moroccan 
economy took a sharp downturn in 1992 and found itself 
in very difficult straits: GDP [Gross Domestic Product], 
which had risen 5.1 percent in 1991, showed at best zero 
growth in 1992—possibly even negative growth (-3 per- 
cent), according to other estimates. This was the result of 
the harsh challenges besetting Morocco: drought, and 
slump in global demand. 


Sectoral Trends 


The domestic and international recession had negative 
impact on many sectors of activity in Morocco in 1992. 


Agricultural GDP declined 30 percent owing to the 
drought, and the energy sector was beset by management 
problems due to the imbalance between supply and 
demand. 


The seriousness of last year’s recession in the deep-sea 
fishing sector was underscored by entrepreneurial 
financing problems and overexploitation of fishing 
grounds. 


There was net improvement in the mining sector, with 
weak growth (2.2 percent) in exports augmented by a 
23.15-percent increase in domestic demand. 


The textile sector was affected adversely by stagnant 
sales and international competition. It is going through a 
difficult period now owing to the conclusion of the 
Multifiber Accord (MFA) and the importance of the 
European market. 


Tourism, which had a bad year in 1991, continued to 
show marked improvement, with growth on the order of 
9.6 percent, according to the Ministry of Tourism statis- 
tics. 


Activity in the metal containerization and IMME 
[metal-working, engineering, and electronics industries] 
sectors slowed down considerably. 


Economic Policy 


To get the country back on the road to growth, Morocco 
has embarked on new monetary and budgetary policies. 


On the side of monetary policy, the money supply has 
increased 9 percent, versus 6 percent in 1992. 


The first half of the year saw a 5.3-percent rise in total 
credit. Monetary authorities reacted to this rapid 
increase by freezing a portion of bank liquidity. Mone- 
tary reserve rates climbed from 18 percent in 1991 to 
22.5 percent in February 1992, eventually reaching 25 
percent last October. 
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In regard to fiscal policy, implementation of the 1992 
finance bill, which is supposed to reduce the total trea- 
sury deficit to 0.8 percent of GDP, will bring it down to 
about |.7 percent of GDP. Growth in general budget 
outlays has been limited to 3.8 percent, versus the 9.1 
percent estimated for 1993. The government has had 
dramatic success in its efforts to curb inflation and 
augment tax collections: The inflation rate has declined 
sharply, and an 11,631 million dirham treasury surplus 
was posted for 1992, up 39.5 percent from October 1991. 


The objectives of the 1993 budget are to stimulate 
investmeni, get out of the debt rescheduling loop, com- 
plete the first privatizations, pay back the state's arrears, 
and put strong emphasis on the social sectors. 


Prospects for Korean Markets Discussed 


934F0783A Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 
in French 28 Jul 93 p 10 


[Article by Amale Daoud: “Plant Relocation Boom 
Expected} 


[Text] Owing to its proximity to the European continent, 
Morocco could become the site of choice for Korean 
enterprises interested in relocating in order to penetrate 
the Community market. 


Seoul, Korea: The name evokes the image of those newly 
industrialized countries once described as economically 
and socially underdeveloped, which today are perfectly 
integrated into the global economy and competitive with 
leading American and European industries. 


Today these two markets, the Community and United 
States, are inundated with products “made in Korea” 
selling at prices that defy all competition. In part their 
price-competitiveness is explained not only by their 
constant search for sophisticated cost-cutting procedures 
but also by the primordial advantage of low wages. Of 
course, South Korean wages have climbed in recent 
years, almost reaching levels prevalent in the United 
States or Europe. 


Hence the search for new locales offering opportunities 
for further cost-cutting. Morocco would seem to fit the 
bill nicely. Not only from the standpoint of labor costs, 
which are below those that prevail in South Korea, but 
also in light of e.onomic steps taken by the government 
to attract foreign investment and discussions now :nder 
way looking toward the possible signing of a free-trade 
agreement with the European Economic Community, 
according to Mr. Yin, first secretary at the Korean 
Embassy. Apart from Japan, which is still Korea’s priv- 
ileged partner in Asia, the United States and the EEC are 
the main markets Korean enterprises want to target. 


It is this orientation of Korean external trade that makes 
Morocco’s proximity such an asset. So far, there has not 
been much actual relocation of Korean industry to 
Morocco: Only one enterprise has made the move, a 
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garment manufacturer that exports almost all its mer- 
chandise to the United States. However, prospects are 
excellent for a more massive presence of Korean compa- 
nies on Moroccan soil. 


In that connection, two delegations of Korean busi- 
nessmen visited Morocco last May and June to investi- 
gate the potential for relocation and technology transfer. 
At the nioment, talks are still in the exploratory stage. 
However, Tunisia is a tough competitor in this domain, 
since it too offers incentives for foreign investment and 
close proximity to the Community market; Brussels is 
also engaged in talks with Tunis about a possible free- 
trade agreement. 


Domestic Market? 


Interest in relocation is sparked primarily by access to 
the Community market; Morocco’s domestic market is 
largely ignored, although in 1992 it imported $56 million 
in Korean products and exported close to $13 million. 
Bilateral commercial ties, governed by a convention 
signed in 1976, are still weak. Morocco imports mainly 
steel products, electronics, and boats from Korea while 
exporting mostly phosphates and other minerals. 
According to Yin, more Korean products would be 
targeting our domestic market if Moroccan purchasing 
power increased. Not just in the form of Korean imports, 
but also with relocation of Korean plants producing for 
the internal market. Improvement of basic infrastructure 
would help stimulate such moves. 


Mr. Park, director general of Kotra, the Korean Com- 
mercial Center, whose role is to promote trade between 
the two countries, says obstacles to growth in bilateral 
trade fall into three categories: first, the great distance 
that separates Morocco and Korea and the absence of 
direct maritime or air links. Some products take 50 to 60 
days to get to Seoul by ship. In addition to the risk of 
unacceptable delivery delays, steep transpor: costs 
unpair product competitiveness. The solution might be 
to create a direct link, which would reduce transport 
time. 


The second problem is language, the indispensable tool 
for communication and contracts. 


Finally, there is the cultural problem. Joint ventures 
presuppose close relations between entrepreneurial part- 
ners in such areas as personnel management and factory 
construction, where for optimal results the collaborating 
companies must have a precise understanding of each 
other’s thinking and intentions. 


Initially at least, though, increased cooperation will 
require a greater flow of information, to sensitize 
Moroccan and Korean businessmen to the opportunities 
available to each side. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


ARABSAT Revenues Expected at $1.8 Billion 
93LHO016C London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 4 Jul 93 p 9 


[Article by ‘Umar Idris] 


[Text] Jeddah—Sa'd al-Badnah, the director-general of 
the Arab Satellite Communications Organization, 
ARABSAT, said that an economic feasibility study of a 
project{ j;roduce a second generation of satellites shows 
that ARABSAT's expected revenues will total $1.8 bil- 
lion. This means that it will be able to pay the expenses 
of and finance the project, pay its administrative and 
Operating costs, and provide the necessary liquidity for 
Outlays to develop a third generation. 


He added, in an interview with AL-HAYAH, that the 
size of the second-generation satellite manufacturing 
project requires that the lion's share of AKABSAT's 
contract with the Aerospatial Company be paid in the 
first three years. This has compelled ARABSAT to 
arrange a financing agreement to obtain a loan to cover 
a portion of the project's expenses. ARABSAT relied on 
the International Gulf Bank to lead the financing process 
and arrange a $2.4 million loan. 


He said that the loan period is eight and a half years from 
the date the loan agreement is signed, which is immi- 
nent. 


Regarding the loan terms, he said, “It will be according 
to the best contractual terms prevailing in Arab and 
world markets, because the International Gulf Bank has 
begun to open its door to the participation of domestic, 
Arab, and international banks in financing the required 
loan, which will be guaranteed by ARABSAT member 
countries. 


Saudi Arabia's share of the loan guarantee 1s expected to 
total about 36.66 percent of the sum needed, which is the 
Saudi share in the capital. 


He said that ARABSAT signed a $257.9 million contract 
in early 1993 with the French Aerospatial Company for 
the construction of two second-generation satellites. The 
contract price includes the cost of launching and insuring 
the first satellite and the cost of storing the second 
satellite until it is launched. The satellites have been 
designed to carry |2 satellite channels in the KU band 
(12,000 megahertz [mHz]}), eight channels in the high- 
power C band (4,000 mHz), and 14 channels in the 
medium-power C band (4,000 mHz). The greater 
number of channels in new bands at very high power will 
enable ARABSAT to provide both traditional and new 
services to the communications and media sectors, and it 
will permit the employment of small ground stations for 
transmission and very small ground stations for recep- 
tion. 
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Maritime Company Plans To Add 10 Ships 
93LH0016D London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 14 Jul 93 
p9? 


[Article by Mustafa Shahab} 


[Text] Riyad—The National Saudi Maritime Transport 
Company [NSMTC] announced the establishment of an 
affiliated company in Hong Kong named Saudi National 
Maritime Transport Company—Asia. It also announced 
that it planned to purchase five new oil tankers and to 
replace five of its old ships with five new ships worth $50 
million each. 


Yesterday in Riyad, the director-general of the parent 
company and chairman of the board of directors of the 
new company, Muhammad Sulayman al-Jarbu’, signed 
four contracts with William Thompson, the chairman of 
the board of directors of the international [?Pin Line] 
Maritime Transport Services Company, to establish and 
operate four subsidiary companies of the new company 
in Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand. Al-Jarbu’ 
said, “The new company and the subsidiary companies 
are intended to manage, on behalf of the National Saudi 
Maritime Transport Company, all shipping activities 
that agents in these countries had been undertaking.” 


He said that the reorganization of the company requires 
replacing agents with company branch offices “as 
needed.”’ He emphasized that “experience has proven 
the benefit of branch offices in the United States.” He 
said, “The company’s measures in the Far East are 
expected to reduce expenditures by more than 6 million 
riyals ($1.6 million).” 


Al-Jarbu’ said that the transfer of control over Hong 
Kong from Britain to China was unlikely to affect the 
new company’s status or future. He said that, even in the 
worse case, the company would not lose much. “There is 
no more than several employees and office furniture.” 


Al-Jarbu’ does not, however, expect the worse to happen. 
On the contrary, he expects there will be heightened 
interest in movement toward Hong Kong in view of 
China’s new economic attitudes and the expected flour- 
ishing of the Chinese economy. He said that the 50-50 
partnership agreement with the Pin Line Company is 
valid for five years subject to renewal. 


He said, ““NSMTC, which runs a ship every 15 days from 
the Far East to the Gulf area, is attempting to establish 
weekly services. It is also trying to obtain and hold onto 
40 percent of all operations to transport goods to Saudi 
Arabia. Contacts are being held with an Arab shipping 
company to start joint services to improve the utilization 
averages of both companies’ ships. 


He said, “NSMTC is moving ahead with the construc- 
tion of five ships to replace its old ships. The company is 
also planning to build five super oil tankers to add oil 
transport services to its petrochemical transport services. 
The latter are performed by the National Chemicals 
Transport Company, 80 percent of whose 500 million 
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riyals in capital is owned by the NSMTC, and by the 
Arab Company for Chemical Tankers, 50 percent of 
whose capital is owned by NSMTC. 


Al-Jarbu’ said that the construction of the new ships, 
which will be of the ro/ro [roll-on/roll-off] type, will 
result in a 50-percent fleet renewal rate for the company. 
Each new ship will cost almost $50 million. 


NSMTC sold two old ships for $50 million after they 
were in Operation for 17 years in a deal, which netted a 
profit of more than $30 million. The company is plan- 
ning to shortly sell two ships, the "Awdi Ha’il and the 
Sa’udi al-Qasim. Al-Jarbu’ added, “The company 
received offers from |2 companies in the world to build 
the ships,” i.e., the five tankers that the company is 
planning to purchase for oil transport operations. 


He said that the lowest and highest offers submitted are 
about $80 million and $140 million, respectively. 


He said that NSMTC has signed a $100,000 contract 
with the [?7Tree Queens] Company (Britain) to study and 
evaluate the offers. 


SUDAN 


Southern Leaders’ Views on Various Issues 


934F0741B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
8 Jul 93 p 4 


[Text] London, Doha, Cairo (AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
and news agencies)}—Well-informed sources said that the 
Sudanese authorities interrogated a number of southern 
personalities who had formed a delegation that had met 
some time ago with officials of the Garang movement in 
Nairobi. 


The southern sources said that the authorities accused 
several members of the delegation of attempting to 
induce the Garang movement to oppose the agreement 
with the government. 


The delegation was headed by Father Eliaba Surur, the 
southern opposition leader in the last parliament. It 
included Samuel Aru, the deputy prime minister in the 
rebel government; Qama Hasan, the agriculture minister 
in the Southern Region; Hilary Luwqaly, who held a 
number of ministerial position; Wazay Kulubyur, the 
former governor of Bahr al-Ghazal; and others. The 
sources said that the government's threats and interro- 
gations paved the way for the arrest of the delegation’s 
members. 


In another development, Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Husayn Abu-Salih, at the conclusion of his visit to Qatar 
yesterday, expressed his hope for the repair of relations 
between Sudan and the Gulf countries. 


At a news conference, he said that Sudan cannot dis- 
pense with relations with the Arab Gulf countries. 
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In Cairo, ‘Izz-al-Din Hamid, Sudan's ambassador to 
Egypt, said that he had no knowledge of newspaper 
reports of the withdrawal of Egyptian forces from the 
Halayib area. 


The Sudanese ambassador, in response to a question 
posed by the Qatari News Agency, said that he can only 
confirm that Egypt and Sudan are linked by strong 
fraternal ties, and that the meeting between Egyptian 
President Husni Mubarak and Sudanese President 
"Umar al-Bashir in Cairo during the African summit 
opened the way to arriving at a solution to any dispute 
between the two countries in the framework of the 
brotherhood that links them. 


In this regard, he pointed to the agreement made 
between the two presidents to stop media attacks and to 
hold a meeting in mid-July between the foreign ministers 
of the two countries. He said that all aspects of the 
dispute will be discussed during the meeting, and that a 
report on them will be submitted to the two presidents. 


Official Egyptian sources refused to comment on reports 
of a withdrawal by Egyptian forces from Haliyib. These 
sources said that Egyptian forces at Halayib are regular 
— guard forces who exist side by side with Sudanese 
orces. 


In another development, Sudanese sources reported that 
a meeting was held recently between ‘Ali "Uthman 
Muhammad Taha, the deputy secretary-general of the 
Sudanese National Islamic Front, and Hasan Nasrallah, 
the secretary-general of the Lebanese Hizballah. 


The sources said that, during the meeting, it was agreed 
that Sudanese groups made up of outstanding members 
of the Sudanese People’s Defense Forces would be 
trained in Hizballah camps in Lebanon under the super- 
vision of specialist Iranian officers. This training would 
be intended to prepare them to be the nucleus of a 
Sudanese revolutionary guard, and trainers of foreign 
elements located in Sudanese camps. 


Workers’ Union Deplores Inflation 


93AF0741A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
14 Jul 93 p 4 


[Article by "Uthman Mirghani from London] 


{Text} London, Khartoum, Cairo—As the economic 
straits continue in Sudan, well-informed sources said 
that the Sudanese Government will implement a new 
policy under which gas prices will be increased as of 
tomorrow. 


The sources reported that the government wiil offer 
gasoline at a commercial price, which it has set at 400 
Sudanese pounds per gallon. 


Each vehicle can obtain 5 gallons per week of gasoline 
sold at the new commercial price, in addition to 2 gallons 
of gasoline to be sold at the official price (150 pounds per 
gallon). 
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Sudan has reportedly been suffering for some time from 
a gas crisis, which occasionally brings all public trans- 
portation to a halt. 


These announcement of these measures in Khartoum 
will coincide with a lunchtime press conference held by 
Sudanese Finance Minister "Abd-al-Rahim Hamdi with 
a number of journalists in London tomorrow. 


Loud complaints have begun to be heard over rising 
living costs. The most recent complaint was voiced by 
Taj al-Sirr "Abidun, the chairman of the Sudan Workers’ 
Union, who said yesterday in Khartoum that wages paid 
to workers by the government cover no more than 25 
percent of living costs. 


*Abidun called on the government to make efforts to 
control prices. He said that Sudanese workers have been 
complaining loudly about the high cost of living. 


He added that the central committee of the Worker's 
Union will discuss living conditions in a meeting on °-3 
August 1993 that will focus on “ways to cope” with the 
difficulties that the working class is facing. ‘Abidun 
attacked merchants, placing responsibility for high 
prices on them. 


In another development, the Sudanese opposition 
Ummah Party praised national, regional, and interna- 
tional human rights organizations for intervening to 
ensure the safety of Ummah Party leaders and other 
leaders of political and syndical forces in Sudan who are 
political prisoners. 


In a statement issued yesterday, the party stressed that it 
is monitoring these developments very anxiously, espe- 
cially those concerning the life of ‘Ali [?al--Umdah] 
*Abd-al-Majid, a member of the former parliament, who 
was arrested three weeks ago. His family has not been 
informed of the location of his imprisonment or assured 
of his health. The statement said, “Despite repeated 
international and regional condemnations, the Sudanese 
regime is continuing it blatant violations of human civil, 
political, cultural, social, and economic rights. 


The statement said that a number of Ummah Party 
leaders are still subject to solitary confinement in secu- 
rity prisons. 


TUNISIA 


Opposition Remains Largely Ineffectual 


[Article by H.K.: “The Opposition Keeps Itself on the 
Sidelines”’} 
93AF0784B Tunis LE TEMPS in French 24 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] The summer vacation period does not seem to 
inspire the opposition political parties, which have yet 
“to invent a strategy that will make them full players in 
the nation’s political life,” said an observer who closely 
monitors their activities. 
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The measures of encouragement offered to opposition 
political parties in Tunisia, noted the observer, “have 
not been parlayed into a more solid standing in Tunisian 
politics.” 


According io a memb~ of one opposition party, the 
problem is “an obvic inability to establish a base and 
to launch a coherent strategy.” 


“In other words,” said our source, “the opposition in 
Tunisia is to blame for its own marginal status and is 
failing to live up to the role expected of it in the 
democratic process.” 


Members of some opposition parties point out that a lull 
is “natural” at this time of year. The start of the political 
year, they say, will bring a revival of activity by the 
Opposition parties because they will be have no choice 
but to turn to their support bases as they prepare for the 
next legislative elections which are certain to give the 
democratic opposition its first seats in the House of 
Representatives. 


The opposition parties are also said to be paying close 
attention to preparations by the ruling party, the RCD 
[Constitutional Democratic Rally}, for its convention to 
be held under the theme of “perseverance.” They have 
taken note of the fact that President Ben Ali has urged 
RCD activists to set an example by engaging in demo- 
cratic elections to choose delegates to the convention 
and...the RCD’s central committee. 


“If the ruling party is taking that tack, it is a positive 
sign” we were told by the leader of an opposition party. 
“It sets an important precedent, which will have a 
beneficial influence on the future and on the upcoming 
elections.” But, he added, the Higher Council of the 
National Pact must still study the consequences of the 
election law modifications intended to favor a credible 
Opposition presence n the next House of Representa- 
tives. 


Citizenship Law Article Amended 
93AF0790C Tunis LE TEMPS in French 16 Jun 93 p 2 


[Article by Mouldi Mbarek: “Adoption of Amended 
Article 12 of the Citizenship Code; Three Deputies 
Express Reservations; Dr. Hamouda Ben Slama to LE 
TEMPS: ‘We Must Integrate and Get Back All Tuni- 
sians, No Matter Where They Live’”’] 


[Text] Yesterday, the Chamber of Deputies discussed 
and passed several bills, in particular the amendment to 
Article 12 of the Tunisian Citizenship Code; we attended 
the debate. 


As a reminder, Article 12 of the Tunisian Citizenship 
Code allowed granting Tunisian citizenship to the adult 
children of a Tunisian mother married to a foreigner. 


The bill that was voted yesterday (with one abstention, 
that of deputy Mohamed Salah El Moumni, and two 
votes against: deputies Abderrazak Ayoub and 
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Mohamed Salah El Meddeb) provides that the minor 
children of a Tunisian mother can be given Tunisian 
citizenship at the mother’s request, with the father’s 
consent. 


Two deputies expressed reservations during the plenary 
session that debated the bill. 


Mr. Mohamed Salah El Moumni estimated that “this 
project ought to be reconsidered, because giving Tuni- 
sian citizenship to the children of a Tunisian woman 
married with a foreigner is not necessarily in the nation’s 
highest interest”; he added: “There are hundreds of 
Tunisian women living abroad in relationships with 
foreigners; who could prevent these foreien-born chil- 
dren from commanding our national army some day, or 
from getting jobs in the Tunisian government?” 


“What safeguards do we have to protect the nation’s 
interests?” he asked, while “proposing to reconsider the 
bill.” 


For his part, deputy Mohamed Salah El Meddeb pointed 
out that the extension of the bill to cover minor children 
born abroad ought to be reconsidered. ‘“‘What does the 
nation have to gain by extending the bill to enable 
children who have not absorbed Tunisian culture to be 
Tunisians?” he asked. 


However, in the corridors of the Chamber of Deputies, 
deputy Hamouda Ben Slama told us that “granting 
Tunisian nationality to a child born to a Tunisian 
mother, irrespective of the father’s nationality, is only 
fair to our fellow citizens who must reside abroad, as the 
result of either a historical situation or specific condi- 
tions.” 


“It is quite normal that we should have a national 
strategy to encompass, integrate, and get back all Tuni- 
sians, no matter where they live,” Dr. Ben Slama pointed 
Out, adding that it is absolutely indispensable to provide 
an adequate place for any individual of Tunisian origin, 
without prejudice. By conferring rights on these Tuni- 
sians, we also give them obligations and duties in 
keeping with the fact that they belong to the country of 
which they are citizens and to which their mothers are 
related by blood.“ 


According to the deputy: “*Being part of our civilization 
is something that is carried on through constants, the 
mainstays of which are belonging to Islam and being an 
Arab.” 


The Chamber of Deputies also continued its examina- 
tion of four bills dealing with legal and social issues. 


[Box, p 2] 


The Justice Minister's Answer: ‘In Tunisia, We Keep 
Citizenship and Religion Separate’ 


The justice minister, Mr. Sadok Chaabane, answered the 
two deputies’ questions and concerns. 
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“The amendment of Article 12 of the Citizenship Code 
is in line with the humanistic dimension of President 
Ben Ali’s civilization-related project,” the justice min- 
ister pointed out, stressing the fact that “the bill does not 
[sic] modify the old law only partially.” 


“The amendment to the old law introduces an extension 
that quite simply gives the minor children of a Tunisian 
mother the benefit of Tunisian citizenship.” 


“In Tunisia, we keep citizenship and religion separate,” 
Mr. Sadok Chaabane recalled, adding: ““Tunisia chooses 
to grant Tunisian citizenship to the children of Tunisian 
mothers because we believe that a mother is the moth- 
erland. By giving her love to her child, the mother makes 
him love the motherland.” 


Mr. Sadok Chaabane pointed out that: “The legitimacy 
of this amendment is based on three main reasons: 


e “The Tunisian woman’s right to give her child the 
benefit of her nationality, even before he comes of 

° “The child’s right to benefit from his mother’s nation- 
ality.” 

¢ “Family harmony, as the father is also given the right 
to consent to having his child acquire Tunisian citi- 
zenship.” 


Can anyone better express the humanist vision and 
generosity of the amendment to that article? 


Reduction of Bureaucratic Procedure Reported 
93AF0790A Tunis LE TEMPS in French 17 Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by Hamida El Bour: “Administrative Reform; 
Mr. Slaheddine Cherif to LE TEMPS: ‘To Limit the 
Number of Officials Involved in Order to Ease Admin- 
istrative Procedures”’—first paragraph is LE TEMPS 
introduction] 


[Text] The Tunisian administration is taking years off. 
“Chaouchs” will be replaced by hosts and, thanks to the 
SICAD [expansion not given] system, citizens will be 
better informed about government services. 


The case of the young widow who nearly lost all her and 
her children’s rights to her husband’s assets has brought 
out the need to speed up the reform of the Tunisian 
administration so as to ensure that it really serves the 
citizens. 


On 14 July, the question of administrative reform was 
examined at a restricted cabinet meeting; special 
emphasis was placed on the reorganization of procedures 
concerning signature authentication, the certification of 
copies of original documents, and tax quietus. 


“These are large-impact operations that concern a huge 
number of citizens and are required by the administra- 
tion,” we were told by Mr. Slaheddine Cherif, secretary 
of state in charge of administrative reform, whom we 
had asked for more details. 
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From now on, efforts will be made to reinforce these 
procedures when they are really necessary in order to 
reduce them to a bare minimum in cases where they are 
optional. 


Signature authentication and the certification of copies 
of original documents are governed by very ancient laws, 
some of which date back to 1902. 


On the other hand, signature certification involves many 
officials. “‘Laws and regulations will be revised and the 
number of officials involved will be reduced,” Mr. 
Cherif told us. 


Government Administration 


“The second point of the reform has to do with the 
resources available to officials to do their work, espe- 
cially in the case of enforcement agents who need a 
procedures manual,” Mr. Slaheddine Cherif told us, 
adding that the first manual is ready and deals with 
government administration. 


Provided with this manual, officials will do a better job. 
Apart from manuals, the generalization of the adminis- 
trative information and communication system— 
SICAD, which is currently tested but only at municipal 
level—is also under consideration. The SICAD system 
provides citizens with all information on administrative 
services, deadlines for issuance of various documents, 
departments in charge, etc. “We shall start with the 
ministries, and within a few months the system will be 
used everywhere,” Mr. Slaheddine Cherif assured us. 
Will that require a large material setup? Not at all; all it 
takes is a microcomputer that will cost 1,000 dinars and 
an operator who can be trained in only three days, the 
secretary of state answered. 


Will the Bell Toll for the ‘Chaouchs’? 


According to the planned reform program, the Tunisian 
administration’s reception services will also experience 
radical changes with respect to the dress of the hosts and 
their ability to direct visitors to the departments they are 
looking for. 


The “chaouchs” will be replaced by well-trained and 
well-paid hosts who will know the administration in and 
out and will be able to orient visitors. “At present, we are 
carrying out a pilot experiment of this kind at the 
real-estate directorate.” 


“We have also taken measures to strengthen controls and 
punish negligent agents,” Mr. Slaheddine Cherif indi- 
cated. This does not mean at all that from now on we 
shall dispense with the “chaouchs.” Those who have an 
appreciable education level will be trained to become 
hosts. Those who are not too well educated will become 
handling agents with no contacts with visitors from 
outside. 
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Gabes Gas Pipeline Detailed 
93A4F0784D Tunis LE TEMPS in French 8 Aug 93 p 4 


[Article by Taieb Lajili: “The Energy of the Future”— 
first paragraph is LE TEMPS introduction] 


[Text]A major project is being undertaken in the south to 
supply natural gas to industries and hotels. 


Tunisia’s network of gas pipelines is growing as new lines 
are added and existing lines are extended. Aside from the 
transcontinental gas pipeline, the existing network 
already links El Borma and Gabes, Kasserine and Tajer- 
ouine, Marsa and Ksar Hellal, Tunis and Jebel Abder- 
rahmane. The STEG [Tunisian Electric and Gas Com- 
pany] is now building a new pipeline between Gabes and 
M’saken, not to mention plans for additional conduits 
elsewhere. A field visit to Gabes enabled us to get a 
first-hand look at progress to date on this major under- 
taking. 


It is not by accident that Tunisia is turning in earnest to 
natural gas as a source of energy. Natural gas is more 
advantageous for economic, ecological, and security rea- 
sons. Heavy fuel, much less such refined fuels as 
domestic fuel oil, diesel fuel, and liquefied petroleum 
gas, cannot rival it. “In some cases, consumption costs 
are reduced to one-third,” says Mr. Amor Dachraoui, 
project director. 


Priority Service to Industries and Hotels 


The Gabes-M’saken pipeline is being built with the 
initial purpose of supplying natural gas to industries and 
hotels. It will eventually supply households as well. 
Meanwhile, the Gabes industrial zone is receives ethane 
and methane from the liquified petroleum gas plant at 
Ghannouch that plays a prominent economic role. “The 
plant was built to recover condensates that were flared at 
El Borma at a total loss and to enhance the value of gas. 
The plant paid for itself after seven years,” said the 
director of the region, Mr. Fakhreddine Fourati. “Our 
plant also supplies canisters of gas, meeting the needs of 
nine southern provinces and occasionally a few prov- 
inces in the Sahel region.” 


In addition, the distillation of gas from El Borma pro- 
duces petroleum ether that is exported. Surplus propane 
is either exported or mixed with imported butane, as 
warranted by economic conditions and national 
demand. 


There are three reasons for building a gas pipeline 
between Gabes and M’saken. First, production at the El 
Borma field is steadily declining, after reaching a peak of 
445 million cubic meters[{m*] per year in 1982. 


The second reason is to supply natural gas from the 
Gabes platforms to areas in the Sahel and to neighboring 
areas (Agareb, Skhira, and others). As for the city of Sfax, 
a call for bids will be issued in one or two months for the 
construction of a pipeline forming a belt between the 
industrial zone on the road to Gabes with the industrial 
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zone on the road to Mahdia (Poudriere). The Sfax 
pipeline will supply both industry and tourist hotels. 


The third reason for the Gabes-M’saken pipeline is that 
production at the Miskar field is scheduled to begin in 
the second half of 1995. During the first five years of 
operation, the field is expected to produce 1.5 billion m? 
and 2 billion m? in the five years that follow. 


Costs and Financing 


The estimated cost of building the new pipeline, 
including support structures, is 94 billion dinars (current 
value). 


The World Bank will lend 60 million dollars toward the 
cost of construction, and the remainder will be self- 
financed. 


Progress to Date 


The work of laying the pipeline has been entrusted to two 
Chinese companies. We were able to observe them on 
the job as they cleared the path on which the pipeline will 
lay, and noted that they have an admirable work ethic 
and sense of organization. (They work 12 hours a day, 
including Sunday, even in this heat wave!) 


In only a few days, they have already managed to open 
up a 15-km stretch. As they advance, sections of steel 
pipe are laid end to end. At the current rate of progress, 
the two Chinese companies will complete their work as 
scheduled by the end of September 1994. Moreover, no 
difficulties have been reported thus far in obtaining 
project materials: 111 sections of steel pipe, one-third 
the total order, have already been delivered. 


Extending the Tunis Belt 


The Gabes-M’saken project includes a side project to 
extend the spur at Tunis, which runs from the Montfl- 
eury city slaughterhouse to the entrance of Mellassine on 
the GP-5, a distance of 7 km. 


Construction will begin in November 1994 and will take 
three months. 


What are the safety standards? 


According to Mr. Dachraoui, the STEG has made 
respect for safety a point of honor. “We are applying the 
safety regulations of the INNORPI [expansion not given] 
to the letter,” he emphasized. 


Mr. Khaled Tarchouna, an engineer in charge of con- 
struction work, confirmed that: “An organization 
approved by government is responsible for monitoring 
the manufacture of steel pipe in Tunisia and Turkey. It is 
also conducting radiographic tests on all soldered seams 
to check for flaws in the seams, and it is conducting 
hydrographic tests to verify the line’s ability to withstand 
pressure.” 
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Development Projects To Provide Employment 
93AF0790D Tunis LE TEMPS in French 26 Jun 93 p 2 


[Unattributed article: “Restricted Cabinet Meeting 
Focuses on Rural and Urban Integrated Development 
Programs; To Concentrate Efforts on Productive and 
Job-Generating Projects”) 


[Text] Carthage (Tunis-Africa Press Agency)—As part of 
a study of job-generating programs, a restricted cabinet 
meeting chaired by President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
met yesterday morning at Carthage Palace to review 
rural and urban integrated development programs. 


The cabinet reviewed first-generation rural integrated 
development programs; 217 programs were completed at 
a cost of 355 million dinars[D], generating over 20,000 
permanent jobs. 


These projects covered all regions of the Republic, 
especially those that have experienced economic and 
social problems. 


In this context, the cabinet reviewed an overall evalua- 
tion of these projects, pointing out positive aspects, 
including improved living standards in these regions, 
higher farm income, improved production methods, and 
job opportunities. The cabinet also considered poinis 
that require further attention and care, in particular the 
selection of recipients, loan terms and conditions, and 
improved organization to realize these projects. 


The president of the Republic recommended to follow 
up these projects carefully, to make sure that loans are 
paid back, to consider the positive aspects of this exper- 
iment in order to reinforce them, and to identify defi- 
ciencies in order to remedy them in the preparation of 
the second-generation rural integrated development pro- 
gram, which will cost D220 million. 


The chief of state ordered the completion of studies 
concerning a first series of projects that will be covered 
by the new program and involve 65 zones, recom- 
mending that their implementation should take place in 
the forthcoming months. 


The cabinet also considered the urban integrated devel- 
opment program. 


This new program, which is part of the Seventh Plan and 
will cost a total of D100 million, aims to improve the 
living conditions of people in certain urban areas. Imple- 
mentation of the program started with the realization of 
three pilot projects in the towns of Kasserine, Kairouan, 
and Mateur. 


Based on this experience, the chief of state ordered that 
the program should continue with the realization of 11 
new projects in a number of inland towns; the studies for 
these projects will be completed before the end of the 
year, and the projects will start all at the same time. 


The president of the Republic recommended that, 
during the realization of projects covered by integrated 
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development programs (both rural and urban), special 
attention be given to improve coordination between the 
various parties involved, in order to focus efforts on 
productive and job-generating projects. 


Government Plans Employment Opportunities for 
Graduates 


93AF0790B Tunis LE TEMPS in French 26 Jun 93 p 2 


{Article by Hamida El Bour: “Recruiting University 
Graduates: How To Find Jobs for 5,600 Unemployed 
Graduates?” —first paragraph is LE TEMPS introduc- 
tion] 


[Text] The Ministry of Vocational Training and Employ- 
ment is preparing a national campaign for the hiring of 
university graduates; 5,600 unemployed cadres have 
been counted. 


According to 1992 figures, there are 5,600 unemployed 
cadres registered with employment bureaus, i.e., 2 per- 
cent of all the unemployed (see the weekly survey on 
unemployment among graduates, LE TEMPS, 22 March 
1993). 


On the occasion of Business Day, 13 June, the president 
of the Republic announced the organization of a national 
campaign for cadre employment, which will continue 
until 7 November. 


Actually, it is harder to find a job in some fields than in 
others. 


Agronomy, chemistry, geology, theology, pharmacy, and 
other branches of human and social sciences are the most 
affected, because these special skills are in little demand. 


On the average, a university graduate registered with an 
employment bureau must wait six months to get a job. 
However, in narrowly specialized fields, the waiting 
period can be much longer (see our survey, LE TEMPS, 
22 March 1993). 


All the same, unemployment among cadres is often due 
to factors other than the fact that some special skills are 
not in great demand or are difficult to use in other fields. 


Two Percent of Supervisors 


Engineers, pharmacists, graduates with master’s degrees 
in several disciplines despair to find a job. 


Yet, our country is far from being so highly developed 
that it would not need their skills. 


It is not just that the cost to the State of educating these 
cadres keeps getting higher, but present economic con- 
ditions also require economic enterprises to become 
more competitive, and this can be achieved only through 
higher productivity. 


This condition is fulfilled through a good conception and 
Organization of production within companies, which 
implies adequate supervision. However, according to 
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figures supplied by a well-informed source at the Min- 
istry of Vocational Training and Employment, the super- 
visor/worker ratio in Tunisian companies is among the 
lowest, at best 2 percent. This is the ratio achieved in the 
textile sector, which is doing well. In the other sectors, 
the supervisor ratio is still lower. 


The Public Sector: More Secure Jobs? 


Some enterprises are reluctant to hire young graduates, 
based on the argument that all they lack is experience. 
The creation of a system of initiation to working life 
accompanied by a series of incentives weakens this 
argument. Besides, the system was revised recently, so 
that the State takes charge of the trainee for one year, 
more if his special field is one for which there is little 
demand. The system also provides for additional 
training so that the young unemployed’s abilities are 
better matched with the requirements of available jobs. 


The eighth Economic and Social Development Plan 
relies on the private sector to create most jobs, since it 
grants it the realization of over 53 percent of the invest- 
ments. 


If some private companies may prefer to hire an experi- 
enced workforce, young graduates for their part are 
reluctant to work for private companies, except the 
largest ones. Some consider work in the private sector as 
a temporary solution, as they feel more secure with a job 
in the public sector. 


The goal of the national campaign to hire young people 
is to bring both sides together. Currently, the Ministry of 
Vocational Training and Employment is making prepa- 
rations for this campaign. 


Opening of Bizerte Economic Zone Planned 
93AF0784A Tunis LE TEMPS in French 24 Jul 93 p 3 


[Article by H. El Bour: “A Free Trade Zone To Be Built 
in Bizerte’”—first paragraph is LE TEMPS introduction] 


[Text] Construction of a free-trade zone in Bizerte will 
begin in October, with the zone scheduled to open in 
1995. Foreign business operators have already expressed 
interest. 


The planned free-trade zone in Bizerte has made great 
strides toward becoming a reality. A company was 
recently formed to develop and operate the zone. Its 
president, Mr. Kamel Belkehia, held a press conference 
yesterday at the Ministry of the National Economy to 
offer a more detailed look at the project. 


It is already known that development of the 46-hectare 
[ha] site will begin in October and that the zone is 
scheduled to become operational in 1995, 


Foreign business operators interested in the free-trade 
zone have already made inquiries. 
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“They are Europeans and a few Southeast Asian inves- 
tors who are interested in the European Common 
Market,” Mr. Belkehia noted. 


Bizerte’s strategic location along international maritime 
trade routes enables it to serve as a port of transshipment 
where incoming ships unload cargo to be grouped 
according to final destination and then shipped onward. 


Bizerte’s free-trade zone will also welcome businesses 
that engage in trading activities and services (insurance, 
banking, and commercial, and industrial agents). 


Mr. Kamel Belkehia listed the industrial sectors that are 
considered suitable: mechanical and electronic indus- 
tries, data communications equipment, high-end tex- 
tiles.... “In short, all activities that result in a high degree 
of value added,” he emphasized. 


A Single Zone Management Authority 


The free-trade zone will be built next to the port of 
Bizerte, except for a 16-ha section to be located in 
Menzel Bourguiba. 


“It is fortunate that this area was not developed for other 
uses before now. In addition, an extension to the lake 
shore is possible,” he noted. 


Aside from its proximity to one of the world’s largest 
hubs of maritime trade (the North Sea area), the Bizerte 
region offers other advantages such as the availability of 
a labor force skilled in the mechanical and metallurgical 
industries, port infrastructure and industrial traditions 
that favor the establishment of shipbuilding, ship repair, 
and ship scrapping activities. 


Moreover, the regulatory framework offers major advan- 
tages to businesses such as flexibility in employment and 
simplified administrative procedures, the latter made 
possible by the creation of a company that will develop 
and manage the zone. The company is endowed with the 
necessary authority and will serve as a convenient, single 
point of contact for business operators. 


Three Sources of Financing 


The company that will manage the Bizerte free-trade 
zone is not a state-owned company. Its capital of 4 
MDj{[million dinars] comes from three sources: banks 
(more than 40 percent), national companies (more than 
30 percent), and private operators (25 percent). “This is 
conducive to greater flexibility in management,” Mr. 
Belkehia believes. 


The company will be responsible for developing the zone 
and its infrastructure and will lease operating sites to 
interested companies. Leases may vary from several 
months to several years in duration, depending upon a 
company’s activities. 
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To ensure that the free-trade zone will be associated with 
high-caliber products, companies will undergo a selec- 
tion process before being allowed to set up operations. 
Polluters will be kept out of the zone, we learned. 


Policy guidelines as to how the zone will be managed and 
the types of business activity that will be allowed to 
operate there have already been drawn up. The realiza- 
tion of the project is expected to create 3,000 directly 
related jobs and a like number of indirectly related jobs 
in Bizerte and Menzel Bourguiba. The zone is also 
expected to process exports worth a total of MD120 and 
to give rise to a new regional development hub by 
stimulating industry, commerce, small-scale trades, 
tourism, and housing. 


[Box, p 3] 
A Profile of the Free-Trade Zone 


e Activities: 
industry 
commerce 
containerization 
ship repair, shipbuilding, and ship scrapping 


e Physical characteristics of the zone: 
a total land area of 46 ha to be developed 
35 ha of operating sites 
30 ha to be developed at Bizerte-Port (company 
offices) 
16 ha at Menzel Bourguiba to be developed under 
independent site management by SOCOMENA [Tuni- 
sian Commercial Engineering and Maritime Com- 


pany] 


¢ Funding of zone development: 
intramural investments of MD5 managed by the 
Development and Operating Company 
extramural investments to be managed by the Tuni- 
sian Government 


Crop Forecast, Silo Shortage Discussed 
93AF0784C Tunis LE TEMPS in French 28 Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by R. Mabrouk: “A Disaster Averted”—first 
paragraph is LE TEMPS introduction] 


[Text] This year’s grain harvest will fall short of last 
year’s by 2 million quintals. The shortage of silo space 
will be corrected by 1996. 


The 1992-93 grain harvest is less promising than antici- 
pated but the shortfall would have been worse if timely 
action had not been taken. Two major factors helped to 
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minimize losses: the maturity of Tunisian farmers, who 
are increasingly more aware of their role, and the posi- 
tive impact of efforts to inform farmers via the media. 
These were among the key points to emerge at a press 
conference given yesterday by Agriculture Minister 
Mohamed Berrejeb who provided a clear briefing on the 
harvest now under way. This was Mr. Berrejeb’s first 
meeting with reporters as minister of agriculture. 


Mr. Berrejeb remarked that this year’s harvest had been 
expected to equal or come close to the 1992 harvest of 21 
million quintals and the 1991 harvest of 25 million 
quintals. But climatic conditions took an unfavorable 
turn. A shortage of rainfall in April and high tempera- 
tures in May and June alarmed the farmers—and the 
government along with them. Action had to be taken on 
two fronts: Crop-tending operations had to be intensified 
on the 1.5 million hectares that are under cultivation this 
year, and a response had to be found to the enormous 
storage problems created by a premature harvest, which 
began in May and June in some areas. Starting in April, 
numerous meetings were held to determine how to 
preserve and protect the harvest. The meetings and the 
active and responsible participation of Tunisian farmers 
enabled the government, at the urging of President Ben 
Ali, to enact a maximum of preventive measures. These 
consisted of weed control (as weeds are usually respon- 
sible for 31 percent of crop damage) and the deployment 
of every means available to ensure adequate storage and 
protection of grain quantities. 


In visiting the 17 main storage centers, said the minister, 
we were able to detect enormous deficiencies in time and 
address them. In just one week, the government distrib- 
uted 10 million packing bags. The storage problem is not 
resolved, and a sense of anxiety and pressure that had 
been weighing on farmers as the harvest season advanced 
was quickly dispelled. [sentence as published] Other 
equally important steps were taken to safeguard against 
unexpected circumstances: Additional combine har- 
vesters were made available; technical experts and agents 
were assigned to ensure that operations are carried out 
with a minimum of grain loss during harvest, thereby 
saving at least 5 percent of the harvest. Measures to 
protect open storage piles of grain were also undertaken. 


The minister went on to present figures pertaining to this 
year’s harvest. A total of 19 million quintals of grain is 
forecast; of that amount, 8.8 million quintals have 
already been harvested. 


Looking ahead to future harvests, a strategy to eliminate 
storage problems by 1996 has been formulated. 
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IRAN 


New Customs Points Along Border With 
Turkmenistan 


93LA0183H Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
25 Jul 93 p 2 


[Interview with Sa’idkia, the minister of Roads and 
transport, by ’Eshqabad Television; date and place not 
given] 


[Text] Tehran. IRNA. *Eshqabad Television said: Fol- 
lowing the recent visit of Sa’id-Kia, the minister of 
Roads and transport, to Turkmenistan, the opening of 
the Lotfabad and Sarakhs Customs in the near future on 
the borders between the two countries was agreed upon. 


According to this television, Sa’id-Kia, in a visit with the 
president of Turkmenistan, emphasized the expansion of 
relations between the two countries in the area of road 
transportation and the importance of the Tajan, Sarakhs, 
and Mashhad Railroad. 


In an interview with ’Esqabad television, he pointed out 
that in addition to the customs in the region of Bajgiren 
and Pol, two new customs offices will also be established, 
in Lotfabad and Sarakhs, which will play an important 
role in the transit of goods and passengers between Iran 
and the Central Asian Republics. 


Iran Khodro Begins Selling Shares 


93LA0146C Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
2 Aug 93 p 2 


[Text] Tehran—For the first time after acceptance into 
the Tehran stock exchange, Iran Khodro yesterday sold 
10,000 of its shares, each at the price of Ris.[rials}3,400. 


Secretary General of the stock exchange Allahverdi 
Rajaei Salmasi in an exclusive interview with the 
TEHRAN TIMES said the presence of the Iran Khodro 
shares can greatly stimulate the market. 


Salmasi said since the second half of 1992 there was 
almost no major presentation of shares to the public. He 
added that the high volume of stocks presented by Iran 
Khodro can be very useful in the market. 


He noted that in view of Iran Khodro’s profits orders for 
cars and its timely fulfilment of promises, it is expected 
that the shares will be sold rapidly. 


He said one of the advantages of presenting Iran Kho- 
dro’s shares is that former stock-holders can either 
receive indemnity or —— their old shares with new 
ones. 


Other car-manufacturers have also applied to participate 
in the stock market. The Iran Vanet Company has 
registered and will soon enter the market. 


Secretary general ‘of TSM described the presence of 
car-manufacturing companies in the market as “very 
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useful and a good starting point for the country’s indus- 
trial development economic activity and a serious pres- 
ence of a private sector.” 


Commenting on the first four months performance of 
the market in 1993 Rajaei Salmasi said that 50 million 
shares costing nearly Ris. 2,700 billion have been 
exchanged, showing an increase of 2.5 times the number 
of shares and 1.7 times their cost as compared to the 
corresponding period in the previous year. 


Secretary general expressed hope that with the conclu- 
sion of the gathering of companies in Sept., we will 
observe good progress in the market. 


Total shares of Iran Khodro amount to 57 million; 3 
percent belongs to workers and the rest will be put for 
sale in the market. 


Iran Khodro To Offer Stocks to Private Sector 


93LA0146B Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
28 Jul 93 pp 1, 15 


[Article by Nader Adabi; figures as published] 


[Text] Tehran—The shares of Iran-Khodro Company, 
the biggest car-manufacturing company in Iran will be 
put for sale on the Tehran stock market beginning 
August |, Hasan Tehrani Nejad, managing director of 
the company said in a press conference yesterday. 


He said Iran Khodro is the first car-manufacturer in Iran 
that has coordinated itself with the stock-holding condi- 
tions in the country, adding that the company is now 
fully prepared and has reached a profit-producing stage. 


Tehrani Nejad said that buyers can purchase up to 67 
percent of the company’s stock and that the company’s 
capital is 57 billion rials and the number of stocks is 57 
million. 


He went on to say that presently all stocks belong to the 
Organization for Promotion and Renovation of Iranian 
Industries. 


Commenting on Iran Khodro’s former stock-holders, 
Tehrani Nejad said it was 15.6 billion rials and the 
number of its stocks 15,680. Of this, he said, 9.5 percent 
belonged to low-income individuals from the private 
sector. ““We will recompensate their stocks.”” Iran Kho- 
dro’s managing director promised. 


“These stock-holders,” Tehrani Nejad added, “can 
instead buy new stocks.” 


He said that in the near future the company will produce: 
Paykan 1600,1800 Peugeot 405 GLX GL; minibus 
508,309; minibus ambulance 309; various types of road 
and city buses 302; big city bus 355 and two-cabin 
trucks. 
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Tehrani Nejad announced the company’s profit in 1993 
to be 158 billion rials and explained the reason for the 
scanty rate, saying that the company has covered losses 
incurred in former years. 


He cited problems in the national banking system and 
the company’s current problems which “are gradually 
diminishing” as another reason for the low profit. 


“Our biggest problem is the country’s weak banking 
system which has created serious problems for the man- 
ufacturing system in the country,” Tehrani Nejad 
stressed. 


He said the company is going to implement some 
improvements in the Paykan’s design. 


Tehrani Nejad announced the export rate of Iran Kho- 
dro’s products in the past three years (1991-1993) as 
being respectively 1423, 12, and 32680 million dollars. 


He noted that the base price of the company’s stocks is 
3400 rials. 


Cheese Imports Hurting Domestic Production 


93LA0183B Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
27 Jul 93 p § 


[Text] Cheese imports threaten cheese production work- 
shops with closure in the province of Semnan. 


Amirian, the head of the Construction Jihad Organiza- 
tion of the province of Semnan, announced this state- 
ment and said to an IRNA correspondent: Cheese 
imports have undermined the sale of domestic cheese. 


He announced the problems of the cheese production 
centers as lack of allocation of sufficient capital in 
circulation, lack of pasteurization equipment, the low 
price of cheese in proportion to its raw materials, and the 
high price of powder and cheese culture. 


He said: Due to the lack of a suitable market, 19 cheese 
production units that were at various stages of construc- 
tion in the Province of Semnan have been abandoned. 


He added: At the present time, there are active cheese 
production centers in this province which, using 8.5 tons 
of milk daily, produce 1,300 kg of cheese. 


These units have difficulty selling part of their product to 
some of the retailers at 2,300 rials per kilo. 


In conclusion, the head of the Construction Jihad Orga- 
nization of the province of Semnan announced the daily 
production of milk in the province of Semnan as 114 
tons and said: Of this amount, in addition to local use, 27 
tons are sent to Tehran, and about the same amount is 
wasted, because it is not sold. 
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Local Shipping Company Expands Operations 


93LA0146D Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
29 Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by Mir Husseini] 


[Text] Tehran—Val Fajr 8 Shipping Company estab- 
lished 6 months ago has so far conducted 5,013 voyages 
carrying 178 thousand passengers in 1992 and 85,000 in 
the current year announced Ahmad Makhmali, man- 
aging director of the company. 


In an exclusive interview with the TEHRAN TIMES 
Makhmali said based on an agreement reached between 
Iran and Kuwait, Val-Fajr 8 Shipping Company is pre- 
pared to carry 10,000 Hajjis to the Ka’aba in Mecca by 
sea or land via Kuwait. 


He said the company presently possesses 7 cargo and 
passenger ships with a capacity of 150,500 passengers, 
adding that in the next 6 months another passenger ship 
with a capacity of 240 passengers shall be delivered from 
Australia. 


Makhmali further said that for the first time in Iran the 
company has ordered for construction of a large con- 
tainer-carrying ship to the Persian Gulf Shipping Com- 
pany. The ship will be delivered by 1995, he added. 


Sea lines of the company extend from Bushehr to 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Kharg, and there are also 
lines from Bandar Abbas to Dubai, Sharjeh, Qatar and 
Umman. 


Makhmali noted that in the near future a new cargo line 
will operate from Bandar Abbas to UAE [United Arab 
Republic], Kenya and Tanzani. Makhmali added that 
the company in the past 6 years has carried 1.17 thou- 
sand tons of export consignment total of 1,112 thousand 
passengers have also been carried to the Persian Gulf 
countries during the same period. 


He cited the profit obtained form the shipping activity as 
amounting from 4.5 to 6 billion rials. 


— Refractory Products To Be Produced in 


93LA0146E Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
1 Aug 93 pp 1, 15 


[Article: “Pars Factory in Yazd To Be Inaugurated] 


[Text] Tehran—Pars Refractory Products, one of the 
biggest manufacturers of refractory alkaline products in 
the Middle East will have their new factory inaugurated 
by the Minister of Mines and Metals, Hoseyn Mahluji, 
and a number of government and local officials in Yazd 
Province tomorrow morning. 


The factory will produce 50,000 tons of alkaline refrac- 
tory products annually, capable of meeting a consider- 
able part of the needs of various industries, such as 
metal, steel, copper, lead, zinc, cement, glass, line, sugar. 
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Construction of the factory cost Rls. 28 billion and will 
have about $50 million in foreign exchange annually. 


The factory was established with investments from the 
Industry and Mines Bank, the Labor Welfare Bank, and 
the Saderat Bank of Iran. 


Construction of the factory’s industrial buildings, and 
mounting and commissioning of its over 6,000 tons of 
machinery and industrial installations took 20 months to 
complete. 


Petrochemical Complex Construction Nearing 
Construction 


93L40146F Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
28 Jul 93 p 5 


{Text} Arak, Central Province—The first phase of the 
Arak Petrochemical Complex will be inaugurated here in 
September with some Rls.[rials]300 million worth of 
productions. 


The complex is to produce some chemicals including 
high polyethylene, low polyethylene, polypropilene med- 
ical-related substances, antifreeze, paint and adhesives. 


Ahmad Rahgozar, deputy oil minister in Petrochemical 
affairs and director general of National Petrochemical 
Company made the announcement and added that Iran 
concluded contracts in the petrochemical industry 
amounting to Rls.5 billion of which Rls.2 billion is 
allocated to Arak petrochemical complex. 


The input into the complex during the first phase will be 
worth Ris.60 million at international prices, and the 
output will be Ris.300 million, he said. 


The establishment of the complex, Rahgozar said, cost 
his ministry Rls.940 billion plus another Rls. 440 billion, 
which would turn over within the next four years in view 
of the value added of those products. 


Rahgozar said 27 foreign and 350 Iranian contractors 
contributed to implementation of the project. 


130,000 tons of machinery and equipment were installed 
in the first phase in addition to 20,000 tons for the 
second phase of the complex, he said. 


The complex comprises 14 processing units and auxil- 
iary as well as general service sections, each equipped 
with the most advanced control system and integrated 
computer system. 


The raw materials for the complex will come from the 
refineries in Isfahan and Arak, Rahgozar said. 


Domestic Production of Magnesia Begins 
93LA0198B Tehran ETTELA’AT in Persian 21 Jul 93 
p4 


[Text} Birjand. ETTELA’AT correspondent. Official 
operation of the first magnesia dioxide factory in the 
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country began yesterday morning in the presence of Mr. 
Mahluji, the minister of mines and metals, in “Sar- 
bisheh,” of the city of Birjand. 


The factory will produce 30,000 tons of magnesia 
dioxide annually, which in addition to providing for 
one-third of the needs of the country for this substance, 
will conserve between $7 billion and $10 billion in 
foreign currency. 


According to this report, the “Sarbisheh” Magnesia 
Dioxide Production Factory, with 8,000 square meters 
under construction, was built on 50 hectares | land with 
5 billion rials from domestic developmenta. .unds and 
banking funds and $3.7 million in foreign currency, has 
been spent to equip and start its operation. 


Official on Self-Sufficiency in Rubber Production 


93LA0146G Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
20 Jul 93 p 3 


[Article: “Iran's Self-Sufficiency in Rubber Production” 


[Text] Tehran (IRNA)}—Iran’s rubber production in the 
calendar year 1371 (21 March 1992-20 March 1993) 
increased by 130 percent compared to the year 1356 [20 
March 1977-20 March 1978] and 1357 [20 March 1978- 
20 March 1979] and 70 percent compared to 1367 [21 
March 1988-20 March 1989}, that is one year before the 
launching of the first five-year development plan. 


Director General of the Chemical and Cellulose Indus- 
tries of the Industries Ministry, Mahmoud Edalatian, 
said on Sunday that his ministry exported rubber worth 
over $2.2 million to Russia and the Persian Gulf littoral 
states in the Iranian calendar year 1371. 


Edalatian said that a total of $400 million has been 
invested in the rubber industry sector, which will remove 
the country’s need for imports once the projects went 
into stream by the end of the second five-year economic 
development plan. The value added to the projects is 
expected to hit 100 percent, he predicted. 


Edalatian put the country’s need to the product at 
150,000 tons annually, of which he said 100,000 tons 
were produced domestically. 


He said rubber factories with 90,000 tons of output in 
1371 recorded the highest in Iran’s rubber production 
history. 


The factories, he added, yielded a total of 750,000 tons 
of rubber between March 21, 1979 and March 20, 1993. 


Referring to the operation of the Kerman Rubber Fac- 
tory this year, Edalatian said the factory with an annual 
capacity of 25,000 tons of various kinds of rubber has 
been constructed for the first time by Iranian experts. 
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Solar Power Plant To Begin Operations in Yazd 


93LA0183F Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
27 Jul 93 p 2 


{Interview with Engineer "Ali Mohammad Ahmadi, 
director of the Center for Research and Application of 
New Energy Sources, by reporters in Yazd; date not 
given] 


[Text] The Atomic Energy Organization will build the 
first solar power plant in the country in Kharaneq, a 
suburb of Ardakan. 


Engineer Ali Mohammad Ahmadi, the director of the 
Center for Research and Application of New Energy 
Sources, announced this statement in Yazd in an inter- 
view with reporters. 


He mentioned the total funds for this power plant to be 
about 450 million rials and said that its first phase will 
become operational by the end of Shahrivar (22 Sep] in 
one of the villages of the deprived regions of Kharaneq, 
a suburb of the city of Ardakan. 


He said: This power plant is named after Engineer ‘Ali 
Hamidia, the late governor general of Yazd, and its 
capacity is tied to the amount of use by the population 
and the scattered nature of the village in question. 


Referring to the limited life of fossil industries, indus- 
trial advancements, and the need of the societies for new 
energy sources, including solar, wind, land, thermal, and 
biogas resources, he said: In Iran, due to the scattered 
nature of villages and their distance from the nationwide 
electrical network, about 40,000 of the 60,000 villages 
have no electrical lights. 


Abadan’s Pier 12 Operational 
93LA0198A Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 24 Jul 93 
p4 


[Text] Ahvaz. After 12 years, Abadan Pier 12 was put 
into operation in the presence of the ministers of infor- 
mation and construction jihad. 


According to a report by the Central News Unit, this 
Pier, which is 500 square meters large, is capable of 
serving five ships with the capacity of 100 tons and 60 
motorboats with the tonnage of 50 tons daily. 


The unloading capacity of this pier is 3,500 tons of 
various catches per day, and the cost was | 5 billion rials, 
which was funded and paid by the Reconstruction Head- 
quarters. 


It is noteworthy that if the sides of Abadan Pier 12 are 
dredged, the useful area of this pier will reach 880 square 
meters, and its docking capacity can be increased to 100 
motorboats. 


JPRS-NEA-93-095 
13 September 1993 


Kermanshah, Hamadan Communication Offices 
Inaugurated 

93LA0183G Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
24 Jul 93 p § 


[Text] Five rural communications offices were inaugu- 
rated in the provinces of Kermanshah and Hamadan. 


The Public Relations Office of the Ministry of Post, 
Telegraph and Telephone made this announcement and 
added: These offices include the villages of Sarabshian 
and Kamareh-ye O’ya, suburbs of Eslamabad-e Gharb; 
Qodsiyyeh, a suburb of Sangez; and Ko'ya’i and Karam- 
bast, suburbs of the Mianrahan District of Kermanshah; 
and also “Jashi,” a suburb of Asadabad of Hamadan, 
which were inaugurated in the presence of Majles depu- 
ties and local officials. 


Also, in separate ceremonies, the Communications 
Office of Siran, a suburb of Arak, was inaugurated and 
put into operation in the presence of officials. 


Bandar ‘Abbas Transport Complex Begins 
Operations 

93LAOI98C Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 21 Jul 93 
p2 


[Text] Bandar "Abbas. ETTELA’AT Correspondent. The 
large Sea Transport and Port Services Complex of the 
Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics was put 
into operation in Bandar ‘Abbas. 


In the ceremonies of the operation of the complex were 
Mr. Torkan, the minister of defense and armed forces 
logistics, was present, it was announced: The Sea Trans- 
port and Port Services Complex of Bandar ‘Abbas was 
built on 11 hectares of land with 1,200 square meters 
under construction. It has administrative buildings and 
two warehouses, which are more than 2,000 square 
meters. 


With the operation of this complex, major facilities have 
been provided in the area of moving sea cargo and port 
services for the complexes under the control of the 
Ministry of Defense. 


Pars Khodrow Export Activities Detailed 


93LA0183E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
26 Jul 93 p 3 


[Interview with Engineer Mohsen Jahanbin, deputy 
director for trade of Pars Khodrow Company, by 
reporters; place and date not given] 


[Text] Tehran. IRNA. Pars Khodrow Company, with the 
export of more than 5 percent of its products, in 1371 [21 
Mar 1992-20 Mar 1993] gained more than $183,000 in 
foreign currency revenues. 


Engineer Mohsen Jahanbin, the deputy director for trade 
of Pars Khodrow Company, in an interview with 
reporters made this statement and said: The level of this 
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company’s exports in 1371 compared to 1368 21 Mar 
1989-20 Mar 1990] has increased by about 230 times. 


He mentioned the export figure of this company in 1368 
at $27,000 and added: The level of exports of this 
company in the past four years increased even though 
this company faced many problems and powerful foreign 
competitors. 


He said: Foreign competitors place all sorts of resources, 
such as service after sale and rapid distribution of spare 
parts, at the disposal of their buyers, but this company, 
due to cumbersome regulations regarding exports, has 
not so far had the opportunity to offer such resources, 
and this has restricted the exports of this company’s 
products. 


Engineer Jahanbin mentioned the existence of bureau- 
cratic banking and customs complications as among the 
impediments to exporting and suggested that in order to 
expand the noncash exports of the country, the govern- 
ment should make certain facilities available to domestic 
producers. 


He considered the above-mentioned facilities to include 
the establishment of an export fund, export insurance, 
foreign currency facilities to procure the needed raw 
materials, and foreign currency incentives and asked 
that the banking system of the country place as rapidly as 
possible the foreign currency and rial funds from exports 
at the disposal of producers. He also emphasized the 
necessity of establishing regulations for providing for- 
eign currency funds for exporters and the reexportation 
of the imported manufactured goods and said: The 
implementation of these suggestions can provide a more 
favorable foundation for nonoil exports. 


In this interview, also, Engineer Morteza Jula’i, the 
manufacturing and technical deputy director of Pars 
Khodrow Company, explained the activities of this com- 
pany in the area of the production of parts in the country 
and said: At the present time, the bodies of the jeeps 
made by this company are produced 100 percent domes- 
tically, and the manufacture of the chassis has also been 
done for the first time completely in the country and is 
about to reach the mass production stage. 


He said: Pars Khodrow Company, in order to attain 
complete self-sufficiency, also has programs and con- 
tracts for engines and axles of domestically produced 
vehicles. 


He mentioned the level of production of various vehicles 
made by this company to be 45 percent and added: This 
level of production can be doubled. 


Pars Khodrow was founded in 1335 [21 Mar 1956-20 
Mar 1357]. At the present, it produces and assembles 
three kinds of vehicles, including the two-door and 
four-door patrol Nissan and the desert jeep. 
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Bandar-e Khomeyni First Quarter Export Figures 
93LA0183D Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
22 Jul 93 p 5 


{Interview with Hemmati, director general of the Cus- 
toms of Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni, on 21! Jul by IRNA; 
place not given] 


[Text] In the first three months of this year, 760,000 tons 
of goods, at a value of $133 million, were exported 
through Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni. 


Hemmati, the director general of the Customs of Bandar- 
e Imam Khomeyni, said in an interview yesterday, 
Wednesday, with the correspondent of IRNA: This 
amount of goods was an increase in value of 1,350 
percent and 700 percent in weight compared to a similar 
period last ye"- 


He added: Exported goods include molasses, sugar cane, 
laboratory sulphur, chemicals, steel cables, aluminum 
ingots, and powdered stone. 


The director of the Customs of Bandar-e Imam Khom- 
eyni said: During this periud, also, 1.9 million tons of 
imported goods at a value of 70 billion rials [Ris] were 
released and loaded at this port. 


According to the above-mentioned official, the major 
imported items were iron ore, alumina and aluminum 
ingots, grains, sugar, chemicals, fertilizers, laboratory 
equipment, spare parts, digging equipment, ironware, 
vehicles, and jute paper. 


Hemmati mentioned the revenues for the first three 
months of this year of Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni to be 
about Ris6,32 1,000,000. 


Vali-ye Faqih’s epresentative in Ardabil Named 


93LA0183J Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
29 Jul 93 p 2 


[Text] Ayatollah Khamene’i, the grand leader of the 
Islamic revolution, appointed Haj Sheykh Biyuk 
Moravvej, the friday imam of Ardabil, as his represen- 
tative and deputy in the newly established province of 
Ardabil. 


The text of the decree is as follows. 
In the name of God, the compassionate and the merciful. 


Thanks be to the God of the two worlds, greetings to 
Mohammad and his pure family, and curse be upon their 
enemies. 


I appoint the Honorable Hojjat ol-Eslam Haj Sheykh 
Biyuk Moravvej as my representative and deputy in the 
province of Ardabil. He has permission to investigate the 
problems and resolve hostilities and social issues and 
take charge of the collection of religious funds, such as 
zakat, and fines and to spend them for established uses. 
He is also permitted to collect the imam’s share and 
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spend half of it on the propagation of the sacred religion 
and one-half of the seyyeds’ share on the local seyyeds 
and to send the remainder to me. The acquisition of 
receipts in all cases should be done. He must observe 
divine piety, which is the best salvation in all cases. 


Seyyed ‘Ali Khamene’i 


Increase in Ilam Province Unemployment Rate 
Reported 


93LA0183A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
27 Jul 93 p § 


[Text] Because ot the lack of factories, industrial centers, 
and other developmental projects; shortages of funds; 
and the uncontrolled migration of villagers to cities, 
unemployment increases daily in the province of Ilam. 


At the same time, in regard to the operations for the 
construction of six industrial townships in the cities of 
Mehran, Dehloran, Darrehshahr, Eyvan, and Ilam, due 
to the lack of banking funds, the problems of land being 
in joint ownership, the problems of transporting con- 
struction materials, the creation of a single foreign 
currency rate, and the incapability of owners, the admin- 
istration of industries has faced a recession and a 
number of them have been shut down. 


In this connection, in order to make better use of the 
potential of the region and expedite the creation of 
industrial units, it is necessary to establish a headquar- 
ters to supervise the activities of the industries, the 
provision of raw materials, the distribution of products 
in the province, and certain uses of machinery and raw 
materials throughout the factories in the province, and 
pursue their other issues and problems in the province of 
Ilam. 


The rate of unemployment in the province of Ilam is 
about 16 percent of the total population of the province, 
and now the names of more than 6,000 work applicants 
have been registered in the offices of the Employment 
Unit of the Labor and Social Affairs Office of the 
province of Ilam, more than 85 percent of whom are 
between the ages of 19 and 35. 


Simple construction and service workers and unem- 
ployed high-school graduates wait from the wee hours in 
the morning every day in the squares of the cities of the 
province of Ilam in order to make a living for their 
families. 


A number of the unemployed in one of the squares of the 
city of Ilam announced in an interview that, considering 
the inflation, high prices, and wife and children, they 
cannot make ends meet. 


One of them said: Any time that I go to the Labor and 
Social Affairs Office to get an unemployment loan and 
find a job, the officials talk about the unavailability of 
— loans, self-employment, and the shortage 
of jobs. 
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‘Ali Mohammad Nowzari, a 60-year-old man, who is one 
of the unemployed and has eight children, said: Every 
day, in order to make a living for my children, | have to 
come to the square from 0400 to 2000 for someone to 
hire me. Unfortunately, my life is passing me by this 
way. 


He was very worried about the future of his children, 
who are students, and said: | am in trouble, because | 
have no food and am unemployed. 


Another unemployed worker, Fathollah Chamani, 47 
years of age, illiterate, with a wife and five children, said: 
I have come to this square for about 25 years, and 
sometimes after waiting for 10 days without finding a 
job, I return home emptyhanded. 


He mentioned the reason for his illiteracy as economic 
destitution and said: Considering the high prices and the 
dangerous problem of unemployment and, on the other 
hand, since I have a family, I cannoi take part in the 
literacy movement classes. And | am afraid that my 
children will also have my fate. 


He was quite upset about the shortage of work and said: 
The province of Ilam lacks factories and large employ- 
ment generating centers, and if we want to engage in 
peddling in the streets, even when we find a fair person 
to loan us some money, immediately the police harshly 
and mercilessly attack us and scatter our things in the 
street or confiscate them. 


This group of unemployed people in the city of Ilam 
asked the officials to take the unemployed people with 
families and the young under their wings by any means 
possible, considering that the province of Ilam is 
deprived, or to provide them with employment in order 
that they may make a living. 


Esfandiar Zar'ali, the head of the Labor and Social 
Affairs Office of the province of Ilam, verified the 
statements of the unemployed in the city of Ilam yes- 
terday and said: Every day, we witness a large number of 
unemployed people coming to this office, but because of 
the shortage of sufficient employment centers, we cannot 
respond to their needs. He said: Because of the recession 
and completion of work of a number of developmental 
projects, last year more than 1,600 workers in these 
projects became unemployed, and this office has not 
= able to resolve their unemployment problems so 
ar. 


Hormozgan Exports Detailed 


93LA0183C Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
25 Jul 93 p § 


[Text] About 5,000 tons of goods at a value of more than 
2,471,000,000 rials were exported from the ports and 
islands of the province of Hormozgan this Tir [22 Jun-22 
Jul]. 
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Amir-Arjomand, the director general of industrial stan- 
dards and research of Hormozgan, made this announce- 
ment to the correspondent of IRNA and added: These 
goods include apples, figs, and dates. 


He added: These goods were exported on the basis of 120 
export licenses, with boats and ships to the United Arab 
Emirates, Japan, South Korea, France, Taiwan, India, 
and Dubai. 


He added: In Tir this year also the export of 177,040 kg 
of pistachios, 5,450 kg of shelled pistachios, and 720 kg 
of cabbage, at a value of 469,898,000 rials [Ris], was 
prevented from export because of the ieck of necessary 
standards regulations. 


Since the beginning of this year, more tl.an 23,000 tons 
of goods, at a value of Ris10,137,110,000, were exported 
from the ports and islands of the province of Hor- 
mozgan. 


Hormozgan’s Environment, Wildlife Viewed 


93LA01300 Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 
in Persian 15 Jun 93 p 5 


{Text} Bandar "Abbas—IRNA. The province of Hor- 
mozgan, with an area of more 65,000 square km, has 
three protected areas and a wildlife refuge. 


The Genu protected region, with an area of 28 hectares 
[ha], is 25 km to the northeast of Bandar 'Abbas and has 
animals such as buffalo, goats, rams, sheep, jabir deer 
and birds such as pigeons, [?jabir-e fezhi] and various 
types of predatory birds. 


This areu, which is important mostly because of the type 
and composition of its plant cover, consists of a wide and 
long range of mountains with an elevation of 2,300 
meters running east and west. It begins on the east at the 
Sirjan-Bandar “Abbas road and continues ends to the 
west at the river Kul. 


The Genu protected region, because of having varied 
climatic conditions, has the many resources of a com- 
plete ecosystem, of whose attractive views and resources 
various and numerous uses could be made because of its 
proximity to one of Iran’s largest and most important 


ports. 


The swampy “Hara” forests are another of the beautiful 
sights of nature, which are located along the shores of 
Bandar-e Khamir and at Laft and the end of Qeshm 
Island. 


This area has an area of 80,000 ha, and in addition to the 
“Hara” forest, various types of migratory birds nest in 
this area, especially in winter. 


Residents living near the ““Hara” forests use the leaves of 
this tree as fuel and feed for livestock, and this is causing 
irreparable damage to the beautiful forests on the shores 
of the Persian Gulf. 
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The Farur Island protected area, with an area of 4,000 
ha, is the third protected area in Hormozgan, where 400 
head of jabir (deer) live. 


This beautiful and rare animal, once abundant in the 
nation’s central and southern deserts, is now in danger of 
extinction because of unregulated hunting. 


Farur Island and its shores, because of its special cli- 
mactic conditions and its position along the route of 
migratory birds, has various types of migratory and 
native birds, some of which are of African and Indian 
origin. 

Experts in the organization believe that the uninhabited 
environment on Farur Island can be used as a center for 
research, study and education in the area and therefore, 
to protect its natural wealth, any kind of human activity 
and unregulated development must be prevented. 


Likewise, there are four areas with an area of 100 ha on 
Shatur Island, which is a nesting and breeding ground for 
migratory birds such as sea swallows, and a laying 
ground for marine turtles. 


Samanpur, general manager of environmental protection 
at Hormozgan, gave an interview to IRNA’s correspon- 
dent. He said: Experts in this organization are 
researching the population and habitats of marine turtles 
and animals on the verge of extinction such as the Asian 
black bear and the greyhound. 


He added: In the past it was thought that the greyhound 
had become extinct in the province of Hormozgan, but 
recently several of these animals have been sighted and it 
is likely that 20 to 30 greyhounds still exist in the 
province. 


He said: The Asian black bear has also recently been 
sighted in the Bashagerd heights and there are still about 
100 to 150 of these animals in these heights. 


New First Naval Zone Commander Named 


93LA01831 Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
26 Jul 93 p 2 


[Text] Tehran. IRNA. The first naval zone commander 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran has just been appointed. 


In a decree issued by Navy General Shamkhani, the 
commander of the Naval Forces of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, Navy Commander Golvardi was appointed as 
the first naval zone commander. 


New Law Enforcement Commanders Named 


93LA0198D Tehran ETTELA’AT in Persian 20 Jul 93 
p 13 


[Text] News Service. The new commanders of the law 
enforcement guard stations of Shahriar were appointed 
and began their work. 
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According to a report by our correspondent, upon the 
suggestion of guard brother Mohammad Mostakhdemin- 
Hoseyni and the decree of the commander of Tehran 
Province Law Enforcement Zone, Major ‘Imanlu* was 
appointed as the commander of the law enforcement 
guard station of the town of Andisheh, Guard Corps 
Captain Qorban’ali Qashqa’i, as the commander of the 
law enforcement guard station of Rebat-e Karim, and 
guard corps brother Hasan Moradi as the commander of 
the Central Law Enforcement Guard Station of Shahriar. 


ETTELA’AT Interviews Tehran Traffic Official 
93LA0198F Tehran ETTELA’AT in Persian 21 Jul 93 
p4 


{Interview with Gen. Seyyed Mokhtar Nasiri, head of the 
Greater Tehran Traffic Police by ETTELA’AT; place 
and date not given] 


[Text] Social Service. Dozens of new traffic projects will 

be implemented to improve traffic in Greater Tehran by 

the end of this year. Gen. Seyyed Mokhtar Nasiri, the 

head of the Greater Tehran Traffic Police, in an exclu- 

sive interview with ETTELA’AT, announced the pro- 

oe of this office to improve the traffic situation in 
ehran. 


In this interview, in which Hojjat ol-Eslam Mazari, the 
director of the Ideological-Political Office of the Greater 
Tehran Traffic Police, was also present, Gen. Nasiri first 
mentioned the traffic projects of Shahid 'Eraqi Street 
(Sabalan-e Shomali), the end of Ayatollah Kashani 
Expressway (Shahr-e Ziba), and making Shahid Kachu’i 
Street one way as among the successful projects this year 
and said: On Kargar-e Shomali Street, at the Shiraz 
Intersection, there are many traffic problems because of 
the gasoline station. Fortunately, preparations are being 
made to change the shape and engineering of this inter- 
section. This year, a plan will be implemented to prevent 
the gridlock of vehicles in this area. 


Also, with the cooperation of the Technical and Devel- 
opmental Deputy’s Office of Tehran City Hall, changes 
will be made in the flow of traffic at the Shahid Chamran 
and “So’ul” Intersection. 


Gen. Nasiri emphasized traffic education throughout the 
schools in the country and said: In our Islamic society, in 
order to improve the traffic situation, we must use 
advanced equipment and technology and educate the 
people concerning traffic, especially with regard to pre- 
collegiate students. Fortunately, in this connection, in 
the past two or three years, with the cooperation of the 
Ministry of Education and the use of the traffic experts 
of the Tehran Traffic Police, about 480,000 precollegiate 
students in various schools in Tehran have been given 
traffic instruction. 


He added: With the expert work that has been done in 
this area, the statistics of accidents among the age group 
under 16 has been reduced by about |7.9 percent. The 
head of tne Greater Tehran Traffic Police expressed 
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hope that, with the help of all the education officials, law 
enforcement forces, traffic police, and the media, traffic 
education will become a subject in the schools in the 
country from the first year of elementary school to the 
end of high school and said: This way, we will be able to 
teach the proper method of use of vehicles and traffic 
regulations while rectifying traffic damages and reducing 
the number of accidents. 


Pointing out that the traffic officials throughout the 
country are trying to provide traffic safety in the society, 
he said: Unfortunately, some people in the society jeop- 
ardize traffic safety with their failure to observe traffic 
regulations, and every day we witness much damage and 
many injuries and fatalities. 


In this connection, he offered the accident statistics for 
the first three months of this year in Tehran and said: 
During this period, a total of 15,221 accidents occurred, 
of which 3,440 were minor, with 1,740 injuries and 41 
deaths. 


The head of the Tehran Traffic Police emphasized the 
need of this organization for advanced systems and 
technology and said: We hope that with the allocation of 
the necessary funds, advanced systems will be procured 
to improve the situation of Tehran traffic. 


Concerning automobile license plates, he said: Upon the 
instruction of the honorable commander of the law 
enforcement forces, the change of license plates will start 
next week. 


He added: The new license plates have been designed in 
form and quality in such a way as to eliminate the 
possibility of misuse. Through the change to new license 
plates, stolen cars will also be identified. 


In the continuation of this interview, Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Mazari, the head of the Ideological-Political Office of the 
Greater Tehran Traffic Police, also thanked the traffic 
personnel for offering sincere services to the people and 
asked the people to help the personnel of this organiza- 
tion by properly implementing traffic regulations. 


Emphasizing that running red lights and not observing 
traffic regulations is a great sin, he also asked the service 
Organizations and agencies, such as communications; 
city hall; and the water, natural gas, and electricity 
Organizations to coordinate their work with the Greater 
Tehran Traffic Police throughout the city. 


As a recommendation to the drivers, Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Mazari said: Drivers must try to observe religious stan- 
dards and Islamic morality while driving, use safety 
belts, and observe traffic regulations. 


He added: If our society has good, flowing traffic, 
certainly it will be a source of pride for the country, and 
we hope that with the intellectual growth that the mem- 
bers of the society have gained the number of accidents 
will reach zero. 
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Vehicle Plate Numbers To Be Changed 


93LA0146A Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
22 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] Tehran—Brigadier General Reza Seifollahy, told 
reporters here yesterday that the plate numbers of all 
vehicles, be they government owned, public, personal, 
political, army or motorcycles, across the country began 
to be changed as of yesterday. 


Seifollahy made the announcement during ceremonies 
organized by the Tehran Traffic Plate Numbering 
Department. 


Talking briefly to reporters he noted that all new vehicles 
imported to the country to join the transport services 
shall bear new plate numbers. 


He added that at present, the new plates are being 
produced in the Netherlands but that in the next three 
months the plates shall be made inside the country in 
mass production. 


Seifollahy further said that the plan will be carried out 
simultaneously in Tehran and other provinces, adding 
that it will take two years to complete given the high 
volume of the work. 


In conclusion the brigadier general said that the new 
plate numbers have been designed to make forging 
impossible. 


Tehran Prisons To Be Relocated Outside City 


93LA0183K Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
29 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] Tehran. IRNA. The director of the Organization 
for Prison and Security and Rehabilitation Measures of 
the country announced that the plan to move the peni- 
tentiaries and rehabilitation centers of Tehran outside 
the city has been approved by the president. This plan is 
being studied by related ministries. 


Seyyed Asadollah Lajevardi made this statement yes- 
terday afternoon, Wednesday, outside at a gathering of 
prison officials from throughout the country and said: 
With the implementation of this plan, not only will the 
pollution resulting from the sewage systems of these 
prisons in the city be eliminated, but also in the city, a 
large part of traffic of personnel and the families of 
prisoners will also decrease. In addition, there will be 
savings in costs. 


He also added: This organization has been active in 
expanding cultural and educational activities and is 
pursuing certain priorities, such as the expansion of 
training throughout prisons, carrying out studies and 
research in criminology, and determining the means to 
the self-sufficiency of prisons. 


In regards to the cultural activities of this organization, 
Lajevardi said: With the measures taken, literacy 
training is mandatory in prisons, and at the present the 
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number of illiterate prisoners has just about reached 
zero, and a large number of them are studying at higher 
levels. Also, reading and memorization of the Koran is 
considered very important. Many of the prisoners have 
now memorized chapters of the Koran, and, according to 
a circular letter, they regularly enjoy incentive leaves. 


The head of the national organization of prisons said in 
regards to employment and vocational training of pris- 
oners: Of the criminals in prison, 6,611 are engaged in 
various job training programs. 


Commander Details Tehran Antinarcotics 
Activities 


93LAOI98E Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 20 Jul 93 
p 13 


[Interview with Gen. ‘Abdollah "Aqabani, commander of 
the Law Enforcement Zone of Greater Tehran; place and 
date not given] 


[Text] News Service. Gen. Abdollah "Aqabani, the com- 
mander of the Law Enforcement Zone of Greater 
Tehran, simultaneous with Law Enforcement Forces 
Week, in an interview explained the operation of this 
zone this year and the program of the law enforcement 
forces in Tehran and said: According to available statis- 
tics, the investigation into various kinds of crimes shows 
that, considering the population growth, the number of 
crimes, including theft, has decreased in Greater Tehran, 
compared to before the revolution and prior to the 
merging of the law enforcement forces. 


General ’Aqabani emphasized: The statements of the 
grand leader at the start of Law Enforcement Forces 
Week will be the instructions for the projects and pro- 
grams of this zone. 


He said: This year alone, more than 2 billion tomans in 
stolen property of the people and hundreds of vehicles 
and motorcycles were confiscated from thieves in 
Greater Tehran. 


General ’Aqabani emphasized: In order to reduce crime, 
especially theft, other responsible organizations must do 
their duty. 


According to our correspondent’s report, General *Aqa- 
bani by honoring Law Enforcement Forces Week praised 
the self-sacrificing law enforcement officials and the 
cooperation of the people for their round-the-clock 
efforts and said: Despite the shortage of resources, 
including manpower, equipment, and logistics, and the 
increasing population, the personnel, the commanders 
and officials of the Law Enforcement Zone of Greater 
Tehran mobilized all their resources for the comfort of 
the people. Even the commanders of various levels of the 
zone, who must essentially spend their time on planning 
and supervision, today, participate in most of the mis- 
sions. The result has been the finding and seizure of 
3,000 out of 3,300 stolen vehicles in less than a few hours 
or a few weeks. 
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General ’Aqabani added: This year, to destroy the 
antique smuggling networks, extensive planning has 
been done, and so far 10 large networks for smuggling 
antiques, our cultural and national heritage, have been 
destroyed in Tehran and several other cities, and the exit 
of hundreds of valuable objects from the country has 
been prevented. For example, the entry doors of the 
shrines in the Province of Mazandaran, each 600 years 
old, were stolen by a group of thieves and smugglers and 
discovered at seized at the point of departure. 


He added: So far, in various operations, valuable 
museum quality works of cultural heritage, such as old 
books, pottery, various coins, and antique weapons, have 
been discovered and seized. 


Pointing out that certain centers are regularly being 
purged from the filth of smugglers and addicts, he said: If 
the proper authorities accept the addicts, the antinar- 
cotics forces will be able to gather all the addicts in the 
society and send them to the judicial authorities. 


The commander of the Greater Tehran Law Enforce- 
ment Zone said: This year, with the destruction of 20 
smuggling networks, more than | ,200 kg of narcotics has 
been discovered and seized. Also, the information forces 
identified members of several smuggling networks and 
arrested the smugglers through special operations. 


In the area of theft, too, dozens of large theft rings have 
been destroyed, and from experienced and professional 
thieves 1,500 valuable carpets, 30 kg of gold and jewelry, 
hundreds of sets of sound and picture equipment, and 
household goods valued at more than 2 billion tomans 
have been discovered and seized. 


The information and operational forces, using informa- 
tion from the people, destroyed several networks of 
money, identity cards, passports, educational degrees 
and forged government documents, and all the forgery 
equipment was seized from the criminals. 


General ’Aqabani referred to the important statements 
and directives of the grand leader in the revelry ceremo- 
nies of the law enforcement forces and said: The impor- 
tant statements of the grand leader will be the guidelines 
of the plans and programs of the zone, and all the 
commanders and officials of this zone have been 
instructed to follow his honor’s statements in all their 
programs. For this reason, several persons have also been 
appointed to supervise the proper implementation of 
this matter. Hence, we expect that, in order to achieve 
the goals stated by the commander in chief of the forces, 
various strata of the people will announce their views 
and complaints to the Command Office of this zone by 
calling 303077 and be assured that the violating per- 
sonnel will be decisively dealt with without overlooking 
anything, with the coordination of the judicial organiza- 
tion of the armed forces, so that, God willing, this zone 
will be able to carry out its duty with full strength. 


General ’Aqabani referred to the establishment of the 
large exhibition of this zone, which was noted by the 
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high-ranking officials of the country, and said: In this 
exhibition, the operations of the zone were displayed in 
various dimensions, and these dear ones also praised the 
efforts of the personnel and the commanders of the 
Greater Tehran Law Enforcement Zone. This has caused 
us to be more active than ever before in securing the 
peace of mind of the people in terms of law enforcement. 


The Greater Tehran iaw enforcement commander 
pointed out that some people, by creating a climate or 
possibly misunderstandings, have tried to indicate that 
the statistics on theft in Greater Tehran are high and 
added: A number of opportunists also, wittingly or 
unwittingly, have escalated this rumor; however, consid- 
ering the uncontrolled expansion of Greater Tehran, the 
increasing population, the expansive flood of migration 
of various cultures, and the creation of satellite town- 
ships, as well as the economic and cultural problems, 
indecisiveness in dealing with arrested criminals, lack of 
sufficient programs to fill the free time of the young 
people and the youth, shortage of athletic centers, and so 
on, the statistics show that, compared to the time prior to 
the merging and before the revolution, the number of 
thefts have decreased. This comparison can even be 
made with the crimes in large European cities. For 
example, in German, despite the advanced police sys- 
tems and equipment, including equipped, advanced 
vehicles, last year 196,000 vehicles were stolen, and 
thieves stole 4 billion DM in equipment and goods from 
stores. 


The problem has reached a point that the insurance 
companies are fed up with this problem. But in Tehran, 
which has a population of |1 million, this social problem 
does not exist. 


He pointed out: In regards to the decrease and increase 
in crimes, the law enforcement forces alone are not to be 
blamed, because the personnel of this force give their 
best, but other responsible organizations, whenever they 
face a problem, place the blame on law enforcement, 
whereas the law enforcement officials are standing 
against the criminals and profiteering individuals with 
full strength, and we hope, with the elimination of 
economic, cultural, athletic, and other problems, this 
social problem will also be eliminated. 


Morphine Seized, Smugglers Arrested in 
Orumiyeh 


93LA0184B Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
24 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] One hundred fifty kg of morphine was seized from 
an international narcotics smuggling ring in the region of 
“Sarv,” a suburb of Orumiyeh. 


This statement was announced today by Gen. 
Mohammad ’Ali Aslanzadeh, the commander of the law 
enforcement region of Western Azarbaijan, in a speech 
before the Friday prayer sermons in Orumiyeh. 
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He said: While the above-mentioned material was being 
seized, one of the smugglers was killed in the fight. 


He anno: “ced the time of the seizure and the arrest of 
the smu rs during Law Enforcement Week, on 
Wednesda, ” Tir (31 Jul], and added: In this connec- 
tion, three smugglers were arrested. 


The commander of law enforcement of Western Azarba- 
ijan Region also said: Since the merging of the law 
enforcement forces in this province, 12 tons of narcotics 
have been seized, and several international smuggling 
rings have been destroyed. 


He said: During this period, the hard-working law 
enforcement forces of Western Azarbaijan also suc- 
ceeded in seizing 2,500 meters of fabric, 26,000 liters of 
alcoholic beverages, 35,000 obscene pictures, and 30,000 
heads of smuggled livestock. 


Kerman Narcotics Seizures Detailed 


93LA0146H Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
I] Aug 93 p 2 


[Article: “490 kg of Narcotics Seized in Kerman Last 
Month”] 


[Text] Kerman (IRNA)}—Some 490 kg of various types 
of narcotics were seized in this southern province by 
provincial law enforcement forcers last month. 


A provincial official here yesterday said that during the 
said period 14 smugglers were killed and nine others 
arrested in 22 armed clashes with the traffickers. 


Meanwhile, 35 firearms, 14 cartridges and 343 bullets 
were seized from the smugglers, he added. 


Narcotics Smugglers Arrested in Khorasan 


93LA0184C Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
24 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] With the arrest of 60 narcotics smugglers, 212 kg 
of opium was seized in the past two days in Khorasan. 


According to the Public Relations Office of Khorasan 
Law Enforcement Region, the personnel of the law 
enforcement region of Birjan, Qa’en, Jiroft, Taybad, and 
Torbat Heydariyyeh also rounded up 47 addicts. 


Officials of the Antinarcotics Office of the City of Torbat 
Heydariyyeh also succeeded yesterday in seizing 16 
video players from a truck carrying lemons and arrested 
two persons in this connection. 


Smugglers, Addicts Arrested in Gilan 


93LA0184A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
28 Jul 93 p 5 


[Text] Rasht. IRNA. In the course of the Alsa’eqeh 
maneuver in Gilan, 56 smugglers, addicts, and members 
of illegal gangs were arrested. 
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Guard Corps member Talebi, the security and law 
enforcement deputy director of Gilan Region, yesterday 
morning explained the Alsa’°eqeh maneuver and said: In 
the course of this maneuver, several weapons, 3.32 kg of 
narcotics, 50 kg of caviar, and a number of antique 
objects were discovered on the smugglers. 


He said: The antique items included four swords made 
of gold and cast iron, eight ceramic statues and pottery 
jugs, and several books, helmets, clubs, and shields, 
which, because of their high cultural value, are priceless. 


International Drug Smugglers Arrested in Birjand 


93LA0184D Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
27 Jul 93 p § 


{Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Dowlatabadi, revolu- 
tion prosecutor of the cities of Birjand, Qayen, and 
Nobandan, by reporters on 26 Jul; place not given] 


[Text] Birjand. IRNA. Eleven members of three interna- 
tional narcotics smuggling rings were arrested last week 
in the region of Birjand and Nohbandan. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Dowlatabadi, the revolution prosecutor 
of the cities of Birjand, Qayen, and Nobandan, said in an 
interview with reporters yesterday that the above- 
mentioned outlaws are members of the Naru’i, Delaviz, 
and Golzar gangs. 


These individuals had participated in many armed acts 
of violence, including the killing of six law enforcement 
personnel of the region of Khoset of Birjand, shooting at 
a government vehicle on the Tabas-Kerman Road, and 
martyring three passengers. These outlaws, along with at 
least 30 men armed with modern weapons, by closing the 
desert roads of Kerman, Sistan and Baluchestan, and 
Khorasan and creating fear and terror in the region, have 
stolen numerous vehicles and taken their passengers 
hostage. 


The outlaws would immediately take the stolen vehicles 
through the desert to Afghanistan and trade them for 
narcotics. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Dowlatabadi added: Those arrested 
have so far confessed to six instances of buying and 
selling narcotics, in the course of which 5 tons of opium 
has entered the narcotics distribution network. 


He said: Also, at the hiding place of the outlaws, seven 
weapons, including two [?Dushkagrinevs], Kalashnik- 
ovs, and more than 17,000 bullets were discovered. 


He added: Since the beginning of this year, a number of 
weapons, 50 light and heavy vehicles, and motorcycles 
have been seized by the law enforcement forces of the 
judicial region of Birjand from outlaws and dealers of 
death. Referring to the coordination of the law enforce- 
ment forces with the Judicial Branch in the Khorasan 
Region, Hojjat ol-Eslam Dowlatabadi considered the 
arrest of the above-mentioned outlaws to be the reason 
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for the establishment of security and peace in the region 
and praised the law enforcement forces for their success 
in this connection. 


Narcotics Seizure, Arrest Figures Released 


93LA0184E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
27 Jul 93 p 3 


{Text} 
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Seizure of Narcotics and Arrest Figures for the First 
Half of Tir [22 Jun-22 Jul] 


Events Service: According to the public relations office 
of the Antinarcotics Headquarters, during this period, a 
total of 4,541.92 kg of narcotics were seized, of which 
2,983.38 kg were opium, 1,188.58 kg were morphine, 
210.30 kg were heroin, 157.95 kg were hashish, and 1.98 
kg were other substances. 


Also, during the above-mentioned period, | ,212 persons 
were arrested: in this connection and sent to judicial 
authorities. 
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